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Alisha Kirkley
Staff Writer
In
today’s
high-tech
society, everyone seems to
be ‘tweeting’ or ‘facebooking’
everything they do throughout
the day, while college students
are spending more time than
ever online.
At times, this preoccupation
with their digital life is
distracting them from school
work and other important
tasks. It can also affect
students’ lives outside of
school, taking away from their
responsibilities and making
them mentally absent at social
events. Social media has even
become an addiction for some
students who cannot manage
their real lives around their
cyber ones.

These days, most people
have smart phones or other
mobile devices, and these
devices most likely are running
the apps of their favorite social
media sites. Many people, not
just students, tend to pull out
their smart phones at all times
of the day. Whenever they find
themselves bored, they can
open up Facebook, Twitter,
or other sites. This can cause
them to seem mentally absent
in social events. It is not
uncommon to see people on
their smart phones while at a
restaurant waiting to be seated
or for their food. Instead of
engaging in conversation with
one another, they are engaged
with their phone, iPod, or other
device.
Ashli Keane, 19, and Alison
Whalen, 18, both spend a

significant amount of time on
social media sites.
“I check my Facebook
every day, several times, and
occasionally during classes,”
Keane said. Whalen checks
her Facebook a couple of times
a day, with an intermittent
tweet. She also checks her
social media sites during class
on occasion.
Nolan Brown, 21, just
has Facebook, and says, “I
probably check it a couple
times a day, but I don’t bother
with it during my classes.”
Angela Headley, 19, is one
of the few students that does
not spend time on social media
sites, and does not get online
during class. “I spend a lot
of time on YouTube though,”
Headley admitted. She also
enjoys visits to game review

On Feb. 15, 2012, students
lined up at the voter registration
kiosk located in Parkland’s
college center. The kiosk
provides a convenient way for
students to register to vote. It
was provided by Champaign
County Clerk Gordy Hulten.
If students continue to take
advantage of the kiosk, it will
likely remain in the college
center.
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ensure they are not texting
or using social media sites
instead of paying attention.
Likewise, many lab classes
enforce a strict ‘no social
media’ rule. Even so, many
students attempt to break
these rules, while some do
not even realize they may
be addicted. This addiction
doesn’t end with social media,
but applies to many types of
technology.
In an experiment called
“24 hours: Unplugged,” at
the University of Maryland,
college students were asked
to give up all forms of media
including
mobile
phones,
television and mp3 players
for twenty four hours, then
blog about their successes

Register
to vote at
Parkland

WPCD to co-host
spring series
Pygmalion.
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websites more than anything
else.
Social media has had an
effect on Americans of all
ages. Many high school
and college students find
themselves putting off school
work or other tasks, such
as cleaning, to ‘stalk’ their
friends on Facebook or to play
games online. Mobile devices
today make it even easier for
those addicted to social media
networks to access them
anywhere. This includes the
classroom.
Many teachers, professors,
and instructors at Parkland
have a very strict mobile
phone policy. Students are
generally instructed to silence
their electronic devices and
put them away. This is to gain
students’ full attention and to

In 1865 Mary Walker, a civil war surgeon,
became the first and so far only woman to
receive the Congressional Medal of Honor.
(Find answer on page 5)
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Black History Month Poetry Slam 2012

Photo by Briana Kay Stodden/Prospectus News

Ydot Gdot introduced Juvey, who performed “Bound by Honor.”

Photo by Briana Kay Stodden/Prospectus News

James, a theatre arts major at Parkland, performed “Fight to Freedom” on Feb. 15, 2012, in front
of approximately 30 students in the flag lounge to hear the Poetry Slam. The event was one of
many events set up to celebrate Black History Month. The event was hosted by: Parkland student
Ydot Gdot, DJ Ntune and Jalisa Hike of the Black History Committee. The Poetry Slam featured
performers from the U of I spoken word group W.O.R.D. as well as various Parkland Students.

Photo by Briana Kay Stodden/Prospectus News

A video of poet Jasmine Man performing “Birmingham” and several other videos of poets were
played as well in honor of Black History Month.

U.S. colleges: Gifts rise 8.2 percent to $30.3 billion
Michael Muskal
Los Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES - Donations
to U.S. colleges and universities rose 8.2 percent last year
as institutions of higher education improved their financial condition after some tough
economic years, according to
a survey released Wednesday
by the Council for Aid to Education.
The survey showed that
charitable
contributions
reached $30.3 billion in 2011,
the second time the total had
crossed the $30-billion markbut it was still down from the

$31.6 billion record in 2008.
Adjusted for inflation, last
year’s increase is 4.8 percent
over 2010, according to the
Voluntary Support of Education survey.
The good fundraising news
doesn’t automatically mean
that parents and students
won’t face tuition increases.
According to the council, 13.6 percent of the giving
went to capital purposes such
as endowments and buildings,
while 4.7 percent went to operations. Because not all dollars
can be used to defray currentyear expenses, last year’s giving accounts for 3.8 percent of

expenditures, one of the major
drivers in tuition.
As is common in such giving, rich universities will continue to get richer while the
less well-endowed will have
to enjoy college spirit, rather
than money.
Of the $30.3 billion collected,
$8.2 billion was raised by the
top 20 institutions, about 2 percent of the 1,009 respondents
in the annual survey. Fundraising in the top tier grew by 15.3
percent over the year before.
The top quarter of those
responding to the survey
accounted for 86.3 percent of
all giving, while the bottom

quarter received just 1 percent.
It is not surprising that the
rich schools gets richer and
draw more contributions. The
top schools read like a who’s
who of educational ties. They
tend to graduate alumni who
move into the top spots of their
professions and are able to give
at that level. In addition, those
schools are the ones with the
most cutting-edge research
and reputations, hence they
can attract charitable dollars
at a faster rate.
Once again, the top fundraising school was Stanford University, followed by Harvard

University, the one-two combination in 2010 and 2006. Yale
University, which had fallen
to seventh in 2010 returned to
its No. 3 perch. Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and
Columbia University round
out the top five.
Even though it was the top
school receiving $709.4 million, Stanford’s take was down
22.1 percent from 2006. By
contrast, MIT received $534.3
million last year, up 126.8 percent from 2006 when it ranked
21.
The other high-performing
schools over time were the
University of California at San

Francisco, which jumped from
26th to ninth place from 2006
to 2011, and the University of
Texas at Austin which went
from 29th place to 11th in the
same period.
The University of Southern
California, which was fourth
last year, dropped to 10th.
It received $402.4 million in
2011, a 5.5 percent decrease
from 2010 but just a 0.8 percent slide from 2006.
--(c)2012 the Los Angeles
Times

Prop 8 voted unconstitutional
What do students think?
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Daniel Carpenter
Liberal Arts

Robby Bruni
Business management

Hong Sik Im
Accounting

Cha’tese Bishop
Criminal Justice

Namin Bae
Accounting

Marie Han
Psychology

“Although I do not agree with
some sex marriage, I believe
that they should have just as
much right to be married as
heterosexual couples.”

“The government should
uphold its original policies,
which only allow a man and
a woman to be married.
Otherwise the legalization of
same sex marriage should be
allowed in all the parts of the
country.”

“I don’t know. it’s a personal
issue. I don’t think the
government
should
be
involved in the problem like
that.”

“I think everybody has their
own mind and should be able
to marry who they want.”

“Since the marriage is
restricted between man and
women from long ago, it
should be kept.”

“Marriage
is
considered
personal,
so
I
think
government does not have
the right to control same-sex
marriages.”
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How to ace your midterms the easy way
Dean Swift
Staff Satirist

Illustration by Ning/MCT

With midterms right around
the corner, many students are
turning to the internet for
advice on how to form the best
strategy for success. If you
are one of those students, you
need look no further. Compiled
here is a list of seven tips that
are guaranteed to help you
succeed without cutting into
your vastly more important
social life.
1. Don’t start studying too
early! This is important. All
around you, other students
will begin preparing for exams
days and even weeks ahead of
time. Don’t fall into this trap.
The sooner you start studying
for a given exam, the more
time you will have to forget
everything.
For example, how much do
you remember from your U.S.
Constitution test in seventh
grade? What’s a Constitution?
What’s a U.S.? Exactly. For
this reason, it is obvious that
you should only study for the
exam in the hours immediately
before the exam, so that you
don’t forget the material.
Professor of Psychology
Adam Savage, D.D.S., agrees.
In an interview with this
reporter, he said, “I think I read

a study on the internet once. Or
was it in a magazine? Anyway,
it said that the human mind
can only remember things for
like a day or two.” This brings
us to the second tip.
2. Stay up all night before an
exam! Drink as much coffee
or as many energy drinks as
necessary. This is the only
effective time to study for
the exam, so don’t waste it.
Blast loud music at four in the
morning if necessary. Don’t
fritter any of this crucial time
away by doing anything as
stupid as sleeping.
Sleepologist James Franklin
“Jamie” Hyneman, M.T.D.,
explained, “The human brain
works best under pressure.
Haven’t you ever heard about
moms picking up cars to save
their babies? It’s just like that.
If you don’t get enough sleep,
your brain produces more
seranorapheniprenols. They
make you smarter than you
would normally be.” Besides,
you’ll have plenty of time to
sleep when you’re living in a
van down by the river after
you fail your exams, anyway.
3. Study with as many
friends as possible! This is
true even if your friends aren’t
in the class. They’re obviously
awesome, because they’re
you’re friends. This means

that their opinions may give
you some crucial insight into
the material that you hadn’t
previously considered. This
may make all the difference
when following the next step.
4. Think outside the box!
The only way to really get
ahead is to impress your
teachers. You’re not going to
do this by memorizing a bunch
of information from a book,
or worse yet, by repeating
whatever they said in class
three weeks ago. They’ll just
think you’re a copycat who
can’t think for themselves.
Whenever possible you should
argue that your feelings tell
you the opposite of whatever
they or the book say. Show
them you’re not a sheep!
5. If the exam is in essay
format, make up sources! You
can quote anyone as saying
anything you want as long
as you make up a citation.
This really gives arguments
authority, and makes you sound
like you know what you’re
talking about. Especially if
the person you’re quoting has
some important sounding title
like Director of Awesome or
Ph.D. in Genius. How will your
instructor ever even know that
there is no such person, title
or book? He/she doesn’t know
everything!

Parkland’s Dean of Studying
Effectiveness, Kari Byron,
had this to say about citing
sources, “Most professors
won’t do more than a simple
Google search to find the
source you cite. If it’s not on
the very top, they usually just
give up. After all, they have
about 20 other exams to grade,
and no time to be searching all
night for stuff on the internet.”
6. Don’t ask your instructors
for help! Asking for help
will just annoy your teacher.
They already went over the
material once, and if you didn’t
understand, they will think
that you’re an idiot. If they
decide that you’re an idiot,
there is no way you’re going to
get a good grade.
Everyone knows that your
grades are based on how
much the professor likes you,
anyway. So if you don’t quite
get the material being covered,
compliment the instructor
on how clear they made it.
Tell them it’s very easy to
understand, and that anyone
that doesn’t get it is a moron.
President
of
Faculty
Educationing Tory Belleci told
this journalist, “Nobody likes
having to repeat themselves.
If you don’t get it the first
time, maybe you shouldn’t
be in college.” Getting on

your professor’s good side is
crucial, which leads us to the
next step.
7. Bribe your instructor! In
this economy, every little bit
helps. Even 10 or 20 dollars
can turn that B into an A. Or
bake them cookies. No one
can resist the smell of warm
chocolate chip cookies, right?
Just bring a batch of those into
your teacher’s office during
office hours and let them smell
them. Then start playing hard
ball.
Ethics professor Grant
Imahara stated off the record,
“I am a sucker for brownies.
Just last semester, I changed a
student’s grade from an F to an
A just because her brownies
were so good. But don’t tell
anyone, okay?”
Just follow these seven
steps, and your midterm
worries are a thing of the past.
Too much stress causes cancer,
anyway. So it’s best not to get
all worked up over a bunch of
silly exams. Think about it this
way: A bunch of really famous
people, like Homer Simpson
and Superman, never went to
college and they turned out
alright. And besides, straight
A’s are for nerds anyway.

Preventing identity theft
Buster Bytes
Tech Columnist

These days, it seems like
computers can do just about
anything. Unfortunately, the
technology many of us take for
granted is not always used for
noble purposes.
As with any tool, computers
and the internet can be
misused. There are criminals
today who would use this
great source of information
to discover things they have
no right to know, and to turn
that knowledge into their own
financial gain, at your expense.
A little understanding of their
methods can go a long way
toward protecting yourself.
With that in mind, here you
will find compiled a list of
good practices for preventing
identity theft.
1. Be wary of public
computers. As mentioned in
the Prospectus News column
“Using
public
computers
safely,” which can be found at
http://www.prospectusnews.

com, public computers are
never completely safe. If you
must use them, you should
keep an eye out for people
watching over your shoulder.
While
on
the
public
computer, stay away from
sites that handle any of your
banking or other financial
transactions. This includes not
only your bank or investment
firm, but also eBay, PayPal,
Amazon and any other sites
which you have allowed to
store your information.
2. Never use your PIN.
Whenever using a debit card
for purchases at a grocery
store, gas station or restaurant,
always run the transaction as
credit. The reason for this is
that while your bank’s ATM
may be secure, oftentimes
places like gas stations and
grocery stores do not have
the same level of security.
Malicious
persons
can
intercept the information as
it leaves the store, obtaining
your account number and PIN.
This can result in disastrous
consequences ranging from
loss of funds to an inconvenient
hold on your bank account
during investigation.
The only time you should
ever use your PIN is at an
ATM. And at the ATM, you
should be alert for people
trying to watch what you enter.
3. Use different passwords.
Today, with so many social
media, email and other sites
requiring separate accounts,

managing a large list of user
names and passwords can be
annoying, if not altogether
impossible. Having different
passwords is worth the hassle,
though. Just bear in mind the
consequences which could be
caused by the loss of one of
them.
On a site such as Facebook
or Google+, it may be just an
irritation, but if that same
password is the one tied to your
online bank account or PayPal,
the effects can be much worse.
At the very least, you should
have a separate password for
each site that stores financial
information. While it’s not good
practice to have your email,
Twitter and Reddit passwords
match, it is crucial that your
online banking, PayPal, eBay
and Amazon accounts all have
different passwords.
4. Don’t let sites store your
information. Sure it’s annoying
to have to pull out your credit
card every time you order
from Jimmy John’s or pay the
water bill, but it’s much more
annoying to discover that
someone has accessed your
information from their site. If
you use PayPal, you need to let
them store it, but does any other
site really need to remember
your credit card number? The
best practice is to use PayPal
wherever possible and to enter
in your credit card manually at
any other site.
5. Only purchase from
trusted
sites.
Do
some

Photo by Chanelle Stokes/Prospectus News
homework. It’s not difficult to
set up a website that claims
to offer great deals on your
favorite stuff. Keep that in
mind when you stumble across
a site you’ve never heard of
offering an irresistible bargain
on something you absolutely
have to have right now.
Using only known sites
such as eBay, Amazon or the
online page of a known retail
establishment is your best
bet. If the best bargain is on
a different site, do an online
search for reviews of the place
first. Has anyone else ordered
from them? Did they receive
the merchandise? Was it what
they ordered? How was the
support or return policy?
6. Beware of phishing
attacks. Phishing is an identity

theft method whereby a site
will pose as a site to which you
belong. If you follow a link in
an email that falsely claims to
be from eBay or your bank, it
may take you somewhere else.
This other site might look
exactly like what you expect it
to, but its sole purpose is to find
out your user name, password
or other information. It’s best
to type the address of the
site you wish to visit directly
into the navigation toolbar
whenever possible.
7. Don’t even open spam.
Some email carriers send a
receipt verification to email
senders. This can confirm
that your email address is a
real one to those that send
out spam email. Spam can
contain phishing links or even

malicious software that can
compromise the security of
your home or office computer
and make vulnerable all of the
information on it. Marking
messages from unfamiliar
addresses as spam before
deleting them is a good habit
to get into.
8. Shred your sensitive
documents. The internet is not
the only method for identity
theft. Criminals will not
hesitate to dig through your
trash to find out your banking
account number, credit card
number or other information.
Shred
all
documents
containing anything you don’t
want anyone else to know.
It’s also not a bad idea to
See THEFT on P. 5
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China’s human rights record can’t be ignored
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Vice President Joe Biden talks with Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping during the U.S. – China Economy and Trade Cooperation Forum, in Los Angeles, Calif, on Friday,
Feb. 17, 2012.
McClatchy-Tribune
News Service
China’s
one-party
government is undergoing a
leadership change, and both
the United States and China
have an interest in building
constructive relationships.
Vice President Joe Biden
visited China last August. This
week, China’s Vice President
Xi Jinping is in the United
States.
This is no ordinary visit.
Xi is one of nine members of
the Standing Committee of
the Politburo and vice chair
of China’s Central Military
Commission. He is expected
to become head of the ruling
Communist Party in the fall,
and president of China in the

spring of 2013.
So this is an important
opportunity
to
address
sensitive military issues in the
Pacific, economic trade issues,
international issues such as
Iran and Syria - and, the everpresent irritant in U.S.-China
relations, human rights - with
the future leader of China.
Even as we seek cooperation
and stronger ties in many areas,
this is no time to shy away
from candid conversations on
human rights.
That includes the situation
in Tibet. A timely, penetrating
and risky piece by McClatchy
Newspapers’ Tom Lasseter
details the situation of ethnic
Tibetans in Sichuan province
in southwestern China. Since
last March, nearly two dozen

have set themselves on fire
in an unprecedented show of
protest against Chinese rule.
Lasseter points out that
for his report, a McClatchy
reporter “hid on the rear
floor of a vehicle under two
backpacks and a sleeping bag
as it passed through multiple
checkpoints.” This is the only
way the outside world learns
what’s going on. The Chinese
government, he notes, “goes
to extensive lengths” to block
outsiders from the area. The
Internet, of course, is shut off
or censored.
As Lasseter writes, the
government has built many
projects to improve living
standards in the province, but
ethnic Tibetans “chafe at the
government restrictions on

free expression of their culture
and religious practices.”
During his visit, Xi already
is urging that the two nations
stick to “core interests” – that
is, non-interference in China’s
domestic affairs. Speaking on
Wednesday, he said he wants
the United States to “honor its
commitment to recognizing
Tibet as a part of China and
oppose Tibetan independence
and handle Tibetan issues in a
prudent and proper manner.”
That does not mean turning
a blind eye to events, however.
The United States has to be true
to its own values of freedom
of speech and assembly,
and freedom from arbitrary
authority.
And even as U.S. businesses
press for closer ties and

loosening of Chinese trade
restrictions, Americans also
should be attentive to working
conditions in China - such as
plants where Apple computer
products are assembled.
Clearly,
the
United
States and China have an
interest in working through
difficulties to forge a longterm relationship. As former
diplomat Henry Kissinger has
written in his book “On China,”
consensus “may be difficult,”
but confrontation is “selfdefeating.”
--(c)2012 The Sacramento
Bee (Sacramento, Calif.)

Simple, realistic solution to fixing the U.S. economy
James Case
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Few would deny that the U.S.
economy is badly damaged or
that the party with the more
plausible plan for fixing it
is likely to win the coming
election. Yet neither has
proposed a plan that realists can
believe in. While Republicans
advocate yet more tax cuts
and deregulation, Democrats
propose further stimulus and
deficit spending. Both are
futile.
Tax cuts will fail because
they
reduce
government
revenue, thereby necessitating
additional layoffs at the state
and local levels among police,
firefighters, teachers and
others. Outside the beltway,
budgets have to balance,
and deficit spending is not
an option. In any case, firing
people is a poor way to create
jobs. The victims swell the
ranks of the unemployed, even
as their insolvency erodes
demand for their services.
History
suggests
that
deregulation isn’t the answer
either. As it affected the
airlines in the late 1970s,
deregulation served mainly to
create shareholder value by
decreasing the compensation
of pilots, flight attendants,
and airline mechanics. As it
affected the trucking industry
a few years later, it led to mass
terminations coupled with
(vastly) increased workloads
for the few drivers fortunate
enough to keep their jobs.
Stimulus and deficit spending
are even less promising.
Though widely believed to
have halted the economic free
fall of late 2008 and early 2009,

Graphic by Kurt Strazdins/MCT
the combination has yet to
generate a recovery worthy
of the name. Economist
Nouriel Roubini, together
with colleagues Daniel Alpert
and Robert Hockett, has
recently released a proposal
for further economic stimulus
leading, it is hoped - after
five to seven additional years
of massive deficit spending
- to genuine recovery. But a
substantial portion of their
report is devoted to policies
the
Chinese
government
must be persuaded to adopt
(including universal health
care, education, retirement
benefits,
and
substantial
disposable income), lest the
benefits of American deficit

spending accrue primarily to
that nation. How realistic is
that?
Will the Chinese agree to
abandon strategies that appear,
from their perspective, to be
working famously, in favor
of policies that have stopped
working for the United States?
Is the Chinese government
about to provide its citizens
with a standard of living
comparable to that enjoyed
by the already developed
nations? Will China even agree
to stop devaluing its currency,
as American diplomats have
begged it for years to do? And if
by some miracle China should
agree to all that, is it likely that
it will prove willing and able to

honor the agreement?
The
changes
Roubini
proposes would have many of
the same effects as a simple
protective tariff on imported
goods, increasing federal
revenue
and
rendering
U.S. manufacturers more
competitive
in
domestic
markets. Yet such is the
power of the free-trade lobby
forged in the campaign to pass
NAFTA and the WTO that
every remaining presidential
candidate
has
explicitly
disowned
“protectionism.”
Should they?
Protectionism
is
the
antithesis
of
the
“free
international
trade”
that
American leaders have been

preaching at least since
Woodrow Wilson made it one
of his “14 points.” As long as
it received only lip service,
the doctrine had little effect
on the U.S. economy. But that
changed soon after it became
official policy.
The turning point, according
to trade expert Ravi Batra,
came in 1968, with the
conclusion of the so-called
Kennedy Round of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade negotiations. Before
then, he argues, the U.S.
economy had been relatively
self-sufficient, with combined
imports and exports rarely
exceeding 12 percent of GDP.
Only after 1973, when the
OPEC oil embargo fell like
a wet blanket on the growth
prospects of energy-poor
industrializing nations such
as Japan and South Korea, did
foreign firms and products
begin to enter U.S. markets in
force.
Low-tech products such as
textiles and footwear came
first, soon to be followed
by
radios,
televisions,
automobiles,
motorcycles,
refrigerators, air conditioners,
generators, turbines, cameras,
and others long supplied by
U.S. firms. Often, the invaders
used tactics that would have
violated U.S. antitrust law
had they been deployed by
domestic firms. Little of this
“export-led growth” would
have been possible, according
to Batra, without the draconian
U.S. tariff reductions of the
Kennedy and Tokyo Rounds.
The
enactment
of
a
protective tariff of, say, 30
See FIX on P. 5
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MEDIA
continued from page 1

and failures afterward. Many
students found realized that
they were sickeningly addicted
to their technology and social
media. Many said that they felt
disconnected from friends and
family without Facebook.
Another
college,
The
Whittemore
School
of
Business
and
Economics
at the University of New
Hampshire, conducted a study
to determine if the amount of
time students spend on social
media networks affects their
grades. The study showed
that there was no correlation
between college students’
grades and the amount of
time spent on social media
networks. Many people argue
with these results, saying that
excessive online usage does
affect studying, which in turn
affects student grades.
While excessive use of
social media sites may have
negative impact on students,
some
college
professors

																

encourage their use. One such
use of social media is blogging
websites, which have become
especially popular in Parkland
courses.
Paul Young, a graphic design
instructor, uses these sites in
his course. He has students
create blogs and use them
to share examples of certain
pieces of design for inspiration
with fellow classmates.
“Before blogs existed, I gave
the same research assignment
but it was titled ‘source files,’”
Young said. “Graphic designers
used to collect printed samples
for inspiration and file them in
file folders inside file cabinets.
When a designer needed
inspiration, he or she went
digging into their source files
to look for ideas.”
Before blogs, Young took
time out of class once a week
to do a ‘source file’ critique, in
which the students would look
at all the research the class
had collected and talk about it.
“This took a lot of time, and
many students are shy and
won’t contribute much to the
discussion,” Young explained.

“To my surprise, the same
quiet students would write
quite lucidly about their find
if I asked them to post a blog
entry instead.”
Young found two issues
were solved by using blogs.
The first was that valuable
class time could be used more
effectively, and the second
was that student participation
increased dramatically.
This shows that instructors
can use this addiction to social
media to their benefit. It allows
students who hold back from
class discussions to participate
and share their thoughts and
feelings about a matter.
Positive aspects aside, there
have been studies that have
shown that extensive time
spent on social media networks
may have negative impacts
on student’s school, home or
social life. Take a moment to
think, could you possibly be
one of the millions who have
this addiction, and not even
realize it?

THEFT
continued from page 3

rip your address off of junk
mail before throwing it away.
Knowing just your name and
address is enough of a starting
point for some of these scams.
9. Write “C I D” on your
credit cards. “C I D,” “See ID”
or “Ask for Photo ID” on your
credit or debit card in place of
a signature may not prevent
a stolen card from being
used completely, but it can, at
least, make it more difficult.
Credit and debit cards with
your picture on them are even
better. If someone who looks
nothing like you tries to use
your card, questions will be
asked.
10. Know your credit score.
You have the right to access
your credit report for free
once a year. Knowing what is in
it is not only good for handling
your finances, but can also
alert you to discrepancies.
Unfortunately, there are

Celebrate George Washington
Tyler Cravens
Student Government
President
This week is the birth
week of the first President
of the United States, George
Washington. He is regarded by
most Americans as one of the
best presidents in history. He
set a great example for future
office holders by stepping
down after two terms. That
action would later be solidified
by a constitutional amendment
after
Franklin
Roosevelt
served as president. He had
a strong voice in shaping the
constitution and was a member
of the Continental Congress
that declared the thirteen
colonies free from the British

Empire.
Perhaps his most famous
role came before that as he
led the Continental Army in
the revolutionary war. He was
nominated for that post by
Massachusetts representative
John Adams who would later
be his vice president and
then president. Washington
believed that the executive
branch should focus on foreign
affairs and let congress focus
on domestic affairs. He held
the country together in a time
when the smallest crack could
have fragmented the fragile
union between the states.
To
commemorate
our first president on his
birthday Student Government
is holding an event in the

college center. From 12-2pm
there will be several political
themed activities to take part
it. There will be a voting
box to vote for candidates or
take a political orientation
quiz to find out your leanings.
Participants will receive a free
cookie that is the color of their
political orientation. There
will also be pencils given away
to those who can pass a quiz of
Washington trivia. Students
are also encouraged to grab an
election packet at the event to
run for Student Government
office.
All positions are
available and petitions are due
March 8th.
Email
Student
Government
at
stugo@
parkland.edu.

YOUR AD
HERE
Promote HERE with

the Prospectus.
for information and rates contact

Linda Tichenor - prospectusads@parkland.edu

In 1865 Mary Walker, a civil war surgeon,
became the first and so far only woman to receive
the Congressional Medal of Honor. - TRUE
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a number of sites which
masquerade as your free
credit report to try to get
you to pay for a service or
to access your credit score.
To get your legitimate free
credit report, approved by the
government, visit https://www.
annualcreditreport.com.
Following these steps will
greatly reduce your risk of
identity theft. A little common
sense can help, too. If anyone
ever asks you for information,
don’t give it to them. No sites
or services will ever call
you and ask for your login
information over the phone or
through email. Ever. At most
they will direct you to log onto
your account.
Remember that deals that
are too good to be true usually
are. And, never ever give
your credit card information
out unless you went to a
site specifically to purchase
something and you know that
you’re at that site.

FIX

continued from page 4
percent on most imported
goods and services could
increase government revenue
as much as half a trillion
dollars annually. The resulting
scramble to reopen or replace
mothballed U.S. factories could
hardly fail to create a welcome
flood of new (albeit temporary)
jobs. No other feasible reform
would have as large an impact
on either the nation’s finances
or its employment prospects.
Yet no serious candidate
dares to mouth those words,
for fear of being ridiculed by
the media and denied access
to corporate campaign funds.
As a result, voters seem
doomed to 10 more months of
econobabble about tax cuts,
deregulation, and (Keynesian)
stimuli.
--(c)2012 The Philadelphia
Inquirer
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Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 13

Sudoku
(easy)
Sudoku #8

Classifieds
Your ad here

Place your classified here for only $5 per week. Ads must
be less than three lines or 30 words. Contact our ad department today! 217-351-2206 or prospectusads@parkland.edu
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7 3
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6 8 5 1
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9

“I prefer to be true to myself, even
at the hazard of incurring the ridicule
of others, rather than to be false, and
to incur my own abhorrence.”
		
- Frederick Douglass
FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 4, 2011

© 2011 KrazyDad.com

THE
TVTV
CROSSWORD
The
Crossword
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

BREWSTER ROCKIT

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help? The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Or use the answers page

Use it to identify the next square you should solve.
by Jacqueline
E. Mathews
if you really get stuck.

By Jacqueline E. Mathews

xkcd.com

Champaign County
Humane Society
Featured Pet of the Week

ACROSS
“The Joy Behar __”
Ted Danson’s role on “Cheers”
“Winnie the __”
Disney’s “Lady and the __”
One of the Marx Brothers
Actor __ French
Historical periods
Prohibits
Billy __ Williams
Suffix for old, cold or bold
Mr. Crosby
__ Parker of “Daniel Boone”
“American __”
Trigger or Mister Ed
Televangelist __ Roberts
Connery or Penn
Al Unser or Jeff Gordon
“Two and a __ Men”
Talon
“...and giving __, up the chimney
he rose...”
32 Wife to Mickey, Artie and Frank
35 Will Smith movie about a
heavyweight boxer
36 Opening poker bet
1
5
8
9
12
13
14
15
16
18
19
20
21
23
24
25
26
28
29
30

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle

37 Sitcom that starred Sherman
Hemsley as a deacon
38 “Eight Is __”
40 Arm-hand connection
41 Movie for Barbra Streisand
42 Jewelry box liner, often
43 Foot digit
44 Baseball’s Willie __
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
10
11
12
13
15
17
19
20
22
23
25
26

Foxy Brown is a beautiful 3 year old Russian Blue mix cat. She is a
very friendly, outgoing cat. She has been spayed and microchipped and
is ready for her new, forever home.

(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

27
30
31
33
34
36
37
39
40

DOWN
Shadowboxes
David Caruso’s role on “CSI:
Miami”
Fumbler’s word
“__ Wants to Be a Millionaire”
“The __”; Oscar-winning movie
starring Paul Newman and
Robert Redford
Curved bands of sparks
Pad on the car floor
Sitcom for Ed O’Neill
“Meet the __”
“__ Haw”
Dick __ Dyke
Cosby or Bixby
180 from WNW
Wild hog
Young horse
Barrymore or Carey
“Beavis and Butt-__”
Comic strip created by Jeff
MacNelly
Manufacturer of TVs and other
electronics
Actress Kirstie
Right __; 90 formation
__ degree; utmost
Parts of three-piece suits
Colony insect
Car
Region
Toronto’s prov.
Monogram for presidential
candidate Mondale

"Where there is love there is life."
-- Mohandas Gandhi

Furnished 1/BD/1BA, $375. All utilities
included. Available now and August 2012.
Call 217-328-5122.
www.greenstreetrealty.com
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Cobras basketball defend home court
Spencer Brown
Sports Writer

Men’s
basketball
Head
Coach Nate Mast and women’s
basketball Head Coach Karrie
Redeker have worked hard
at turning the Dodds Athletic
Center into a house of horrors
for the competition. Judging by
the response of their players,
it’s obvious they take pride in
defending their home court.
At the end of the day,
the goal is always to win.
With that in mind, the home
court advantage cannot be
overstated.
Whether
that
means the level of comfort
players get while playing
in their own gym or the
enthusiasm of the fans acting
as the “sixth man,” playing at
home gives a distinct edge.
Adding talent and a dedicated
coaching staff to the formula
makes it very difficult for the
opposition to perform in this
environment.
“Our kids were excited to
play at home and we talked
before the game about the
importance of trying to
develop a reputation of being
a ‘tough at home’ team,”
Redeker said in reaction to
an early season home victory
over now No. 18 Illinois Valley
Community College. The Lady
Cobras followed that win with
another against the University
of Illinois club team.
While the Lady Cobras
tarnished this reputation with
back to back home losses
against Blackhawk College
and Lakeland Community
College, losing at home would
not become a recurring theme.
Since the December 3 loss
to Lake Land, the Lady Cobras
have only dropped one home
contest. “We now have set a
goal to be undefeated at home
in 2012,” Redeker said. So far,

Parkland freshman, Dalten Temples (22), standing his ground ready to defend his home court.
so good, as the record stands at
6-0 for this calendar year.
Mast’s club has been equally
impressive this year on their
home court. Like the women’s
team, they suffered a couple
of tough early home losses.
As the rotation tightened and
the chemistry amongst this
young team grew, so did the
will to defend their territory.
Parkland fans have not
witnessed a home loss since
November 28.

The Cobras are in the middle
of a seven game home stand.
They are 4-0 during that stretch
as of Saturday, with matchups against Olivet Nazarene,
Danville Area Community
College and perennial rival
Lincoln College on the horizon.
One of the more impressive
statements during this current
run of home games is the
offensive output. Mast’s team
is averaging 78.5 points per
game.

Charles Glass, an Urbana
High School graduate, is one
of the starting forwards on this
year’s team. He is averaging
over 8 points a game this
season. Glass’ vision and
playmaking ability are a huge
boost to this team.
On Saturday, the Dodds
Athletic Center was the site of
home games for the women’s
and men’s basketball teams,
who both faced off against
Shawnee Community College.

Photo by Nick Washington/Prospectus News
The women were up first
and they were ready. Caitlin
Cody scored 21 points in an
82-58 blowout win. The men
followed in their footsteps. In
front of 2011 Male Parkland
Athlete of the Year D.J.
Hoskins, the Cobras drained
10 3-pointers in a 74-69 victory.
In addition to the three
remaining home games for
the men’s basketball team, two
home games are left on the
schedule for the Lady Cobras.

Lincoln College and Danville
College lie in wait for the
women.
It should be a great end to an
exciting season as both teams
have aspirations of hosting
a home postseason game. Be
sure to support the Cobra
athletics starting tonight at
5:30, when the Lady Cobras
host Lincoln.

No “off season” for Cobras Baseball
Mark Roughton
Sports Writer
The four months between
the fall and spring baseball
seasons are deemed the
“off-season” to most fans
and players. However, the
Parkland Cobras baseball
program thinks otherwise.
The beginning of November
means the start of hard work
and a period in which their
baseball skills must be honed
to the best of their abilities in
order to continue the winning
tradition for which they’re
known.
Once the annual Green/Gold
World Series is completed
in near the end of October,
the squad begins its rigorous
regiment of weight training,
speed and agility training and
individual hitting workouts.
When the new year arrives,
they begin more baseballspecific drills such as hitting,
fielding ground balls, fielding
fly balls and pitching.
One thing the coaching staff
and Head Coach Matt Kennedy
stress more than anything
during this crucial time is the
weight training.
“I think that’s really helped
us in the past due to the fact
that we’re stronger than most
teams and not gonna wear
down during the course of a 60
game season,” Kennedy said.
While not in the weight
room, baseball related drills
are practiced over and over
again in the Cobras new offseason location, Soccer Planet

in Urbana. Soccer Planet is an
indoor soccer arena with an
Astro Turf field that is plenty
big enough to house a baseball
team.
While there, the team works
on defensive sets, such as
groundballs and fly balls.
“We have to utilize Soccer
Planet,” Kennedy pointed out.
“Defensively we’ve gotten
more work done here than we
ever have.”
Consistency on the practice
field, more often than not, leads
to consistency on the playing
field which is what the Cobras
strive for every off-season.
Often overlooked is the
chemistry that’s built between
players as they battle through
the rigorous training together.
“The chemistry has been
good,” Kennedy said. “You
always see these guys out
together hanging out.”
Kennedy points out that
everyone knows each other
on the team, which makes it
that much easier for them to
keep moving forward and get
better.
“They have one common
goal, and they’re definitely
moving in the right direction,”
Kennedy said.
Due to the cold weather
and the lack of an all-around
baseball
facility
in
the
Champaign area, the Cobras
find themselves bouncing
around from place to place for
their workouts.
“It’s a lot of off-campus
practice right now, bouncing
in and out of places,” the coach

said. The team currently has
four different spots they use
to get work done.
One day they will be in
the gym doing base-running
and conditioning, and the
next day they may be at the
Soccer Planet for infield and
outfield drills. The weight
room is where a lot of their
time is spent, as the coaching
staff assigns groups in shifts
for weight lifting throughout
the day which is repeated
frequently throughout the
week. They also use a facility
called The Cage that is not far
away from Soccer Planet in
order to get their hitting and
batting techniques down.
Despite the fact that they
are forced to move around
frequently, the squad has
still been able to show vast
improvement in all facets of
baseball.
“Being all over the place
has been good just for the fact
that with skill work we’ve been
able to get some stuff done,”
Kennedy explained.
Even while focused on the
off-season grind, Kennedy
knows his players are counting
the days until the March 2
opener.
“These guys are anxious,
they’re ready to get outside
and play,” Kennedy stated. The
hard work and preparation
done during the long winter
months are what will lead this
Cobra team on to success when
it’s time to play ball.

Live game broadcasts, Cobra news and more!

www.CobraSports.Net

Photo by Nick Washington/Prospectus News

During the off-season, Cobra baseball players practice regularly at the Soccer Planet in Urbana.
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Entertainment

WPCD to
co-sponsor
Pygmalion
spring series
Parkland Marketing
and Public Relations
Parkland College’s radio station 88.7 FM WPCD will cosponsor the Pygmalion Music
Festival’s Spring Series, featuring the following concerts
throughout March.
Parkland is also a presenting
sponsor for the 8th annual Pygmalion Music Festival, scheduled for September 27-29. Pygmalion invites local bands and
a number of touring bands to
play indie rock, folk, hip hop,
electronica, and other genres
of music in various venues
throughout the ChampaignUrbana area.
For more information on the
spring series, please contact
Eleni Kametas at 217/351-2450
or ekametas@parkland.edu.
Learn more about the festival
at the Pygmalion website, pygmalionmusicfestival.com.

Pygmalion Music
Festival spring
show series
The Head and the Heart
with Drew Grow and the
Pastor’s Wives
Monday, March 5
Canopy Club
Doors open at 7 p.m.
--Avaluna with Santah
Thursday, March 8
Canopy Club
Doors open at 8 p.m.
--Cursive with Cymbals
Eat Guitars
Monday, March 26
The Highdive
Doors open at 7 p.m.
--Elsinore with
Common Loon
Saturday, March 31
Krannert Center for the
Performing Arts
Doors open at 10 p.m.

Photo courtesy of Jim Kelly

Local band Elsinore to perform with Common Loon on Saturday Mar. 31, 2012 at the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts as
part of the Pygmalion Music Festival spring show series.

The greatest Oscar acceptance
speech that’s NEVER given
Barry Koltnow
The Orange County
Register
Quick, name the 10 most
memorable Oscar acceptances
speeches ever given, not
including Sally Field’s iconic
“You like me” speech.
I suspect that your Top 10 list
has fallen about 10 speeches
short.
Oh, you remember a few
incidents surrounding Oscar
speeches, like that cute Italian
guy leaping over the backs of
the seats to get to the stage, or
Adrien Brody planting a wet
one on Halle Berry, but not the
speeches themselves.
It’s not your fault. These
speeches simply are not
memorable, even though the
winners have been practicing
in front of a mirror since they
were 8 years old.
But there is a big difference
between giving a speech
in front of an appreciative
audience of one, and giving a
speech in front of an indifferent
audience of millions.
When the big moment
comes, nerves and excitement
overtake all the practice, and
the winners dissolve into a
gooey mess. Those who manage
to maintain their cool are smart
enough to avoid the pitfalls
that come with excessive ego
or vindictiveness.
Just once, we’d like to hear
an Oscar acceptance speech
that goes something like this:
“I would like to thank the
academy, but not all the
academy.
“There are members of the
Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences I really want
to thank. They are the people
who voted for me. The rest of
you can drop dead.
“Where were you when I
really needed the support?
Where were you when I was
a young actor being rejected
at auditions every day and
working as a waiter at nights
until I couldn’t stand anymore?
I was sleeping on my buddy’s
sofa, and sneaking into buffets
with friends and eating off
their plates. I had to go to
auditions in the same clothes
I wore the day before because
I didn’t have extra outfits, and
couldn’t afford dry cleaning.
“Which brings me to
the world-famous fashion
designers who have dressed
me tonight. I would like to
thank you for sending free
clothes to my home, but I
could really have used the free
clothes when I was broke. I am
making plenty of money now,
and I don’t need your stupid
clothes, but I’m told that I have
to wear the clothes or Joan
Rivers will rip me to shreds
before I’m off the red carpet.
“I want to thank my manager
for sticking with me through

88.7 WPCD Song of the week
Band: Cloud Nothings
Song: “Stay Useless”
Album: Attack on Memory
Request this song on 88.7 WPCD
217.373.3790 or @887WPCD
facebook.com/887WPCDFM

TAKE YOUR PARKLAND
COLLEGE DEGREE
FURTHER
EARN YOUR BACHELOR’S DEGREE AT
FRANKLIN UNIVERSITY

Illustration by Rick Nease/MCT
the lean times, but my big-shot
agent only signed me after
a small film I did made a big
splash at Sundance. Before
that, he wouldn’t even return
my phone calls. Now, he would
take a bullet for me. I wish he
would.
“At this point in my
acceptance
speech,
I’m
supposed to thank the studio
that made this movie. It’s the
smart way to go because you
never want to insult a big
studio. But this is the same
studio that passed on me for
20 other roles. They told my
agent I wasn’t right for the
part, which means I wasn’t
attractive enough, or tall
enough or short enough or thin
enough or fat enough.
“Just because conventional
wisdom says that rejection is
part of this business doesn’t
mean we have to like it.
Nobody likes to be rejected,
and just because there is a thin
promise of fame and riches at
the end the rainbow doesn’t
mean we have to put up with
this abuse. Most actors aren’t
rich or famous, and never will
be, and so I see no reason why
we can’t be treated with some
dignity.
“I’m also supposed to thank
the director of this movie
because film is a director’s
medium, and it isn’t smart
to insult directors. Well, this
is the same director who

regularly seduces his leading
ladies, and everybody knows
it. In another profession, he
would be called a predator.
“I want to thank my fellow
nominees. Winners never had
to thank their fellow nominees.
It was understood that the
winner got everything, and
the losers got shown losing
on national television. That’s
how the game was played, but
now it is politically correct to
not only acknowledge your
fellow nominees, but say how
honored you are just to be in
their company.
“And, of course, I have to
thank the other actors in my
movie, even though some
of them came to the set late
every day because they were
out drinking all night.
“I would thank the writers
but it’s customary to pretend
that the words magically
appear on the page, or that the
director wrote the movie, so
who am I to buck tradition?
“Finally, I want to thank
the fans. I would be nothing
without the fans. That’s what I
was told to say, and I suppose
there is some truth to that.
But these are the same fans
who ignored my movie when
it came out, and went instead
to see a movie starring Nicolas
Cage as a flaming head.”
___
(c)2012 The Orange County
Register

• 3+1 Program: Complete your
associate’s degree and one
year toward your bachelor’s at
Parkland College. Transfer all
the credits you’ve earned and
finish your last year online at
Franklin University.
• Affordable: Save money by
paying the lower Parkland
College tuition rate for up
to 3 years.

CONTACT YOUR
FRANKLIN
REPRESENTATIVE:
NICOLE SCHUEBEL
1.877.341.6300 x6909
nicole.schuebel@franklin.edu

franklin.edu/parkland

