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Concealed carry

Parkland instructors share thoughts
Matt Moss
Editor

Debate over concealed
carry on college campuses
has sprung up nationwide, and
some Parkland instructors
have shared their thoughts on
the subject.
Concealed carry refers to
the right of a licensed citizen to
carry a weapon such as a legal
non-utility knife or firearm,
so long as it is not visible to
others unless it is deliberately
drawn in a situation the law
deems permissible, which
is most always self-defense
or defense of persons under
duress.
The crux of the debate
ultimately stems from the
fear of mass-shootings on
college campuses, with both
sides holding that their stance
is the best means to improve
campus safety.
It’s
a
divisive
issue.
Supporters say the prospect
of armed students and faculty
could deter a potential shooter
from following through with
his or her crime. Opponents
say weapons held by nonlaw enforcement on campus
would not promote the safe,
learning environment colleges
are supposed to endorse and
bring about a spate of weaponrelated injuries, ultimately the
opposite of what concealed
carry on campuses would
hope to prevent.
Social sciences instructor
Lisa Baer, despite being from
a gun-owning family, is not a
supporter of concealed carry
in general, and is weary of
the idea of armed students.
She believes the uncertainty
of guns in her classroom
would weigh on her teaching
psyche and therefore hurt the
learning environment.
“I think it would always be
in the back of my mind,” Baer
said.
Baer also says the concern
of carriers not having been
adequately trained in their
weapon is a major factor in her
stance on the matter overall,
not just on college campuses.
“That’s what scares me…it’s
the fact that somebody could
carry a gun and not know how
to handle it,” she said.
Baer also postulates an
armed student and faculty
body would do little to
dissuade mass-shooters, since
they often turn their weapons
on themselves regardless.
Julie Angel, a Parkland
geology instructor, also hails
from a family which values
guns and their safe usage, but
echoes Baer’s thoughts. She
is concerned concealed carry
at Parkland could result in
a spate of unintended, spurof-the-moment
shootings,
causing more problems than
it would solve.
“I think about people who

Tony
Hooker
Scott Barnes
Staff Writer

Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus
Concealed carry became law in Illinois on July 9, 2013. In 2012, the Seventh Circuit Court of
Appeals found that the state’s ban on concealed weapons was unconstitutional.
may be a little more hotheaded,” Angel said. “It’s
our job as all instructors at
Parkland to keep a positive
learning environment…and
part of that job is that we
approach people who are
disruptive…For me, it would
be hard to decide how to
approach people if I thought
there were some people who
were packing heat.”
She also agrees with Baer
in that mass-shooters likely
would not be deterred by
armed students and faculty,
holding mass-shooters have
forsaken their safety when
committing to their assaults.
Both Baer and Angel believe
colleges should be able to make
the call themselves over being
mandated to allow concealed
carry. That said, neither is up
in arms about Illinois’ current
concealed carry prohibition.

Staff writer for Parkland’s
public relations office and
communications
instructor
Ruthie Counter supports
concealed carry on the grounds
of it being a constitutional
right to bear arms, but does
not believe it necessary at
Parkland due to the college’s
24/7 police.
“I don’t necessarily see the
need for it in an environment
where there’s already a police
force in place,” Counter said.
“So it me makes question or
wonder, then, why someone
might feel the need to have
a gun on their person…We
already have that protection.”
Like Baer and Angel, she
says the threat of getting
shot would not instill fear in
someone who has made the
decision to shoot up a school.
Counter does not think
permitting
concealed

carry would affect the
classroom
environment.
She says someone could be
carrying illegally anyway
and the situation would be
the same: she and the class
would not know unless the
carrier announced they were
carrying.
Although she does not
foresee any change on the
matter within the near future,
she is fine with the status quo
and would also be fine if the
state mandates colleges to
allow concealed carry or gives
them autonomy on the matter.
She says the people and their
representatives make these
public policy decisions, and
if the majority decides on
a certain path, as a public
educator she will respect their
wishes.
SEE CARRY PAGE 4

“I am an admissions
counselor in the adult
re-entry center and I
have been here two and
a half years. I’m from
Villa Grove, Illinois.
A long time ago I
was a student here
and I worked for Billie
Mitchell, who was the
director of the adult
re-entry center, and
she kind of became
my mentor. I probably
wouldn’t be a counselor
or advisor without my
relationship with her.
I got laid off from
[the] U of I and came
out to speak with her
for advice and they
happened to have a
position opening so I
applied and was lucky
enough to get it.
I have four beautiful
kids that occupy most
of my free time. Other
than that, I’m also the
editor of the Villa Grove
News and the Southern
Champaign
County
Today newspapers; they
have a circulation of
around three thousand.
So I write a lot of stories
and that takes up a lot of
my free time.
I have very active
children
that
are
involved in sports and
scholastic activities and
that sort of thing. Other
than that, I have two
beautiful
grandkids.
I like golfing. I like
bowling. I like shooting
sports. My son and I
are into target shooting
quite a bit; he’s a lot
better than I am. He’s
19 and he’s a student
here…
I cover a lot of
athletic events. I am the
voice of the Villa Grove
Blue Devils, so I do a lot
of PA work and a lot of
writing for fun.
I’m just a guy.
Parkland impacted my
life fundamentally and
I hope that I can pay
that forward a little
bit every day in my
interactions with my
students.”

McDonald’s McRib is made up of
about 70 ingredients. Answer on page 4
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Dee Brown emphasizes
positivity in achieving goals
Peter Floess
Staff Writer

Former Illini basketballer
Daniel “Dee” Brown recently
spoke with Parkland’s Black
Student Success Project,
stressing the importance of
being positive and staying
true to one’s dreams.
Brown’s admirable tenure
at Illinois secured his place
in the collective memory of
Champaign-Urbana. Between
2002 and 2006, he played as
a point guard and helped
lead Illinois to two Big Ten
Conference championships
in 2003 and 2005. He holds the
record for playing the most
minutes in the history of the
University.
In March of 2005, he was
on the cover of “Sports
Illustrated,” and in the same
year was named Sporting
News Player of the Year.
Brown’s favorite game of
his Illini career was the Elite
Eight win against the Arizona
Wildcats in 2005, in which
he had five rebounds, seven
assists, three steals, and
scored 15 points.
He likes this game because
it was his grandmother’s
favorite
game.
His
grandmother was sick at
the time, and he believes the
game prolonged her life by
a few months by making her
happy.
From 2006 to 2015, he
played on other professional
basketball teams around
the world, namely in the
United
States,
Turkey,
Israel, Italy, China, Puerto
Rico, Latvia, Romania, and
Bulgaria. He retired from his
long basketball career last
September.
The same month, he was
hired by the University of
Illinois to be a special assistant
to its athletic director.

This image, which was originally posted to Flickr.com, was uploaded to Commons on Dec. 5, 2011
by Steffaville.
Dee Brown at the Washington Wizards v/s Orlando Magic game on Nov. 27, 2008.
Dee Brown believes that
a person can achieve their
dreams if they strongly
believe in their dreams. This
is evidenced by his desire to
be a basketball player back in
his elementary days.

Brown’s parents were a
major part of his success. His
mother valued education and
hard work, and demanded
he try his hardest at his
schoolwork. He says one of
the proudest moments of his

life was when he received his
bachelor degree, because his
mom was so proud.
His parents encouraged
him to improve himself both
physically and mentally.
During high school, after he

went to the gym, he would be
at home studying, reading,
and watching basketball.
He says his favorite book is
Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prizewinning novel “To Kill a
Mockingbird,” which tells the
story of racial prejudice and
inequality during the Great
Depression years and has
become an essential piece of
classic American literature.
“[It] was definitely a book
that changed my life,” Brown
said.
Brown believes a big part
of success is surrounding
oneself with people who give
off positive vibes. He says the
neighborhood he grew up in
had many negative vibes.
Growing up, he believed in
only becoming close friends
with people who gave off
positivity. His friends back
then wanted to become
athletes,
doctors,
police
officers, and other professions
that give something back to
wider community. Nowadays,
he
enjoys
surrounding
himself with people who
are successful at their
professions.
Some of the people whom
Brown grew up with have
never been outside their
community, so he feels
very lucky. While playing
basketball
overseas,
people who did not speak
English would express their
admiration for him. His mom
really enjoyed traveling
overseas to watch him play.
Brown believes it is never
too late for someone to set
positive goals, which is why
he speaks at places such as
prisons.
He encourages everyone
to smile and be positive,
and believes we have a
responsibly to try to lift each
other up and help everyone
reach their potential.
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Asterisked clues are
thematic and lack
definitions.
ACROSS
*1 New Conservative Party’s first act
of parliament (9)
*6 What the big bad wolf did about
the French? (10)
12 Gush, as captivated by Woolf
novel (7)
13 Consequence of Grant eating old
bread (9)
14 Castles in the air? (5)
16 Tom’s had on – Henry taken in (5)
*17 Loaf around in motor yacht (6)
18 Imprisonment in hole without
exercise by inhumane leader (9)
20 Wild bear on run I captured in
flight (8)
*22 Bridge player follows card game
(5)
23 Gag about old lady in second
contest (7)
26 To run off to island with partner is
justified (10)
*28 Spooner’s to ward off car thief
(5,6)
30 High notes? (5)
32 Worked on farm collecting a herd
around North Carolina (7)
34 Female maintains nobody’s paid
for religious festival (9)
35 Unusual sort with high IQ’s
endlessly cheerful (5,4)
*36 See 43
37 Having no Ecstasy, handed out a
bit of pot? (5)
39 Fashionable cult associated with
Welshman; at first Adrian Mole is a
member of this group (11)
41 Vigour needed to take on strange
rituals of Christian doctrine (10)
*44 Dry fuel’s hopeless
without gas (7)
46 Extravagant roué
reformed, taking time (5)
47 Everlasting torment
ultimately sustained by
wicked (8)
50 Become known
for revolutionary new
paintings on part of church
(9)
53 Grafting, living off
immoral earnings first off
(6)
54 Tea’s announced – I am
getting fish or chicken (5)
57 One loathes half-hearted,
mad person at party (5)
58 Finish off casserole or a
thick stew with vegetable (9)
59 Student left with chance
to make money (7)
*60 Fabulous creature on
the way in, we’re told (10)
61 Finish extra large hairdo
with tissue (9)
DOWN
1 Relation of Nelson wanting
house (5)

*2 Very ancient city backing Troy (9)
3 He’s in the rag trade (7)
4 Scene of Passover festival? (6)
5 Familiar piece of music in
Copenhagen, maybe (8)
6 Sound of orchestra lacking heart (4)
7 Anyhow I care about husband
wearing fur with coolness (9)
8 Don’t start to misbehave in store
(3,2)
9 Leave one to make decision (5)
10 Where to get spray for lice, 50% off,
is High Street? (7)
*11 In New Orleans we will meet
Yankee (3,7)
*15 Python’s way of makin’ progress
on the radio? (9)
19 Involving tragic death, Catholic
ascends to a bishop’s throne (8)
21 Insider trading finally punished
with special severity (9)
23 Part of flower may flourish
without a stream of light overhead
(3,6)
24 Cuts restricting old firm in Jersey
and Guernsey perhaps (3-4)
25 Smell fish – that’s beside the point
(6)
27 Sickliness shown by exceptionally
54 boy, right? (9)
29 Counsellor’s article on sex
offender (9)
31 One may wax it with enthusiasm
(7)
*33 English painter mostly enthralls
Western society (8)
*34 I have it! A place to write the
answers! (6)
*35 Money to throw away (9)
*38 Silent role editor shortly revised
(10)
40 In conflict none stood alone (2,4,3)
42 A struggle to confront serious
change of opinion (5-4)
*43,36 Island region including Rocky
Mountains (7,8)
45 Clergyman nets a pile (7)
*48 Run head to tail (7)
49 Irishwoman gives function
publicity (6)
51 Dismisses retrogressive printing
style (5)
52 Middle Eastern terrorists gaining
counter-intelligence? (5)
55 Note going to and fro (5)
56 Cliff Richard’s No 1 follows jazz
style largely (4)
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Local band The Inn Keepers

record at Parkland’s Perimeter Road
George Cruickshank
Staff Writer

Things look good for The
Inn Keepers, a local bluesrock band and the first artists
signed to Parkland’s new
record label Perimeter Road
Recordings.
They and the students
who work for the label are
currently in the process of
recording and mastering
the newest release from the
C-wing at Parkland College.
The Inn Keepers have only
been signed to Perimeter
Road since the beginning of
this semester, but they have
been together and performing
music for years.
Founded in high school by
guitarist Andrew Walsh and
bassist Nick Sutton, they
have since added vocalist
Trevor Moore and drummer
Rick Field to their roster,
releasing two extended plays
and developing a strong local
following in the process.
When Parkland held an
open submission contest for
musicians last semester, they
were selected out of a large
pool of local talent to be the
first act on their new label.
“The Inn Keepers had
actually just recently been
interviewed
on
WPCD,
and they went ahead and
submitted some content,”
said Adam Porter, the label’s
faculty advisor. “They were
our favorite out of all of the
stuff that got submitted…and
we have been recording their
project all semester…”
With help from faculty,
including Porter, The Inn
Keepers’ new project has
been led mostly by Parkland
students.
Parkland’s
label
was
established in fall 2015, giving
interested students a chance
to gain hands-on experience

FROM PAGE 1

CARRY
“I don’t know that I would
be upset if the state should
say, ‘Parkland, you must
allow concealed carry now,’
because the state is made
up of the people, in a broad
sense,” Counter said. “It is
the elected officials…that say
this is a good thing. So, our
public offices—or our staterun institutions—should go
this way as well.”
Nathan Stewart, also a

Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus
The Inn Keepers lead vocalist Trevor Moore stands outside the Perimeter Road studio on
April 8, 2016. Moore is a University of Illinois student majoring in music composition.
in a recording studio with
professional equipment.
Porter has nothing but
praise for the band and enjoys
working with them.
“It’s been fantastic,” Porter
said. “They’ve got some great
songs; they’ve been very well
prepared. They’re ready to
nail their parts when they
come in, which has enabled
us to focus on the students
learning
the
recording
concepts, and also getting
great sounds.”
So far, the process has
included a studio-recorded
horn section with French
horn and saxophone.
The band’s sound has
shifted over the years.
“We originally started as a
pure blues band,” Walsh said.
“Then we kind of morphed
into blues-rock, and now
we’re a mixture of really all
kinds of music.”
Their new release will
feature
more
complex

communications instructor,
says the main reason he is
against concealed carry on
college campuses is how
it would detract from the
educational environment.
“What it does to the
educational
environment
is not worth [it],” Stewart
said. “Whether you look at
it as right, as a deterrent, as
whatever—it’s not worth it.”
He says instructors are
already encouraged to avoid
potentially
controversial
topics—topics which could
anger
somebody—because
of the risk of shootings, so he

Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus
The Inn Keepers guitarist Andrew Walsh stands inside
the Perimeter Road studio on April 8, 2016. Walsh is a
Parkland College alumni from the class of 2015.

holds that concealed carry
in classrooms would push
instructors further away from
controversial topics, which
may need to be addressed
in the capacity of a course;
indeed, discussing ideas from
differing viewpoints is also
a part of Parkland’s general
education objectives.
In this, Stewart echoes
Angel regarding spur-of-themoment shootings.
Every state has legal
concealed carry in some
form or another, with the
parameters of concealed
carry laws varying state to

state.
However,
19
states
have statutes prohibiting
concealed carry on public
college campuses. Illinois
is one of these states, hence
Parkland’s
no-concealedcarry policy.
Twenty-three
states
including Illinois neighbors
Indiana, Iowa, and Kentucky
leave the decision up to
individual institutions. Utah
and—come this August—
Texas will hold the distinction
of being the only two states
that require colleges to
permit concealed carry, bar

FACT: The Mcdonald’s McRib,
seemingly made up of meat, a bun
and barbeque sauce, has over 70
ingredients.

musical arrangement than in
the past.
“Instead of just having
a standard form, we move
away from that,” Walsh said.
Combining a bluegrass
feel with up-tempo rock, The
Inn Keepers have created a
unique sound and energy.
Creative control is shared
by the band. Though most of
their lyrical content has come
from vocalist Moore and
guitarist Walsh, Moore says
their songwriting process
has traditionally been an open
conversation.
“I have the most classical
training—most
of
the
theoretical things,” Moore
said. “I’ll bring an idea or
a structure for a song to
the guys, and then we’ll
collaborate. The drummer
will say ‘I think this sounds
better’. Same thing with the
bass player.”
Moore went on to mention
how Perimeter Road has been
an accommodating place for
this process.
“It’s been really good,
they’re really nice guys,”
Moore said. “I think we’re
all trying to work towards
the same common goal: play
more shows, play better
shows, and get our music
heard. We didn’t really have
any grand expectations going
into this.”
Signing with Perimeter
Road and gaining access
to
professional
studio
equipment without paying
for expensive studio time
has freed up money for
promotions, touring, studio
musicians, and growing the
band’s presence locally.
The Inn Keepers are on
schedule to finish their project
by the end of the semester.
It will be available at www.
theinnkeepers.bandcamp.
com.

none.
Ultimately,
Parkland
cannot make the decision
itself to permit or prohibit
concealed carry on its
grounds, as it is decided by
the state government.
To elicit change on this
matter, it would be up to
Illinois voters and the
representatives they elect.
For now, Parkland and all
other public educational
institutions in the state remain
concealed carry-free zones,
but voters may soon voice to
change—or
maintain—this
reality.

