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14th annual David Jones
persuasive speech contest held at Parkland
Peter Floess
Staff Writer

On April 27, 2017,
Parkland hosted the
14th annual David Jones
Persuasive
Speech
Contest.
Gabrielle Brownfield
won $500 for the Living
Alternatives Pregnancy
Resource
Center
organization in Illinois
and Indiana.
Ramy Akram-Ahmed
won $250 for the Brain
and Behavior Research
Foundation,
which
supports
grants
to
study the causes and to
improve the treatment
of mental health.
Blake Bryan won $100
for Relay for Life, the
community fundraising
part of the American
Cancer Society.
Leon
Lewis-Nicol
won $50 for the AfricaAmerica
Institute,
an organization that
is trying to promote
African
development
by providing greater
educational
opportunities to African youth.
Arsen
Avagyan
won $50 for Feeding

Staff Writer

Emma Gray
Editor

Derrick Baker, originally from Lexington,
Ill. is the dean of learning
support at Parkland.
Baker started as
a
part-time
math
instructor
in
2008
before moving on to
teaching humanities and
philosophy and finally
his current position.
“Two years ago I
became the Director
of
Professional
Development
and
Instructional Technology, and last July
became the Dean of
Learning
Support,”
Baker said.
Baker was drawn
SEE HUMANS PAGE 3

America, a national
network of food banks.
Finalists
win
an
amount of money equal
to the amount donated
to their charities. The
money is donated by
the Rotary Club of
Champaign County.
Prior to taking the
Speech class, LewisNicol
had
some

experience
public
speaking at his church
in Ghana. As a music
performance major he is
learning how to interact
with an audience as
well. The David Jones
speech class “was a
good experience”, says
Lewis-Nicol.
“[It]helped me on
controlling my nerves,”

Lewis-Nicol said. “[It]
gave me an indication
of how good I am
speaking in front of
[a] new audience…[of[
how comfortable I am
speaking in front of
people.”
Contestant
Neal
Shannon, whose charity
was CarbonFund.org,
agrees with Lewis-Nicol

SEE SPEECH PAGE 3

Transfer help available from
Admissions & Records ofﬁce

David Saveanu
Photo provided by
Derrick Baker

Photo by Lindsay Cox | The Prospectus
Second-place winner of the David Jones Speech Contest, R.A. KramAhmed, presents his speech on the Brain and Behavior Research
Foundation, an organization which works to combat mental illness by
monetarily supporting relevant scientific research.

on how the contest
helped him to become a
better speaker.
The contest helped
Shannon become a
better public speaker
“because I got to speak
in front of people that I
didn’t know from class,”
Shannon says.
Prior to taking a
Speech class, Shannon
has had a management
position where he has
had to lead group teams.
Zayd Jawad, who
won $250 in 2016
for the charity The
Children and Nature
Network enjoyed being
in the speech contest,
because he was not that
comfortable with public
speaking.
“I got to grow as a
speaker and meet a lot
of wonderful people as
well,” Jawad says.
Jawad
would
encourage people to
enter the David Jones
Speech Contest.
“I would encourage
people to push past their
limitation, Jawad says.
“Put ideas that they
believe in out there, to

The transfer process
can
seem
overly
complicated
when
looking at it as a student
just beginning their
college career, or simply
a student starting to look
at transferring to a fouryear university soon.
Beth
Chepan,
credentials
specialist
with Parkland’s office
of
Admissions
and
Records said there are
different types of credit
hours students can
complete.
“There are transfer
credits and occupational
credits,” Chepan said.
The
difference
between the two types
can be very important
when transferring.
Classes like welding
that are specific to an
occupation will most
likely
not
transfer
unless otherwise agreed

upon by the specific
school the student is
transferring to. Because
of this, it is advised that
students contact their
desired school before
transferring,
and
discuss their courses.
General courses that
nearly
all
students
need to take are often
transferable, however.
Students are also
now able to reverse
transfer
courses,
which is the process of
taking courses at their
four-year
university
to complete a degree
they began at Parkland.
This is a fairly new
program implemented
by Parkland, aimed
towards students who
transferred on to fouryear universities before
getting their associates.
Parkland emphasizes
the
importance
of
students getting their
associates if they can,
because it’s seen as

a safety net in case
students can’t finish
their bachelor’s degrees.
The
universities
that Parkland has been
working with to transfer
courses back from are
Millikin
University
and
University
of
Illinois. Parkland is
also currently working
on
getting
Eastern
University
on-board
with the program.
International students
can have unique hurdles

when
transferring
credits from their home
countries to Parkland.
“Students complete
their school at a 4-year
university in a different
country or they bring
in transfer credits,”
Chepan said. “Students
that bring in a foreign
transcript, we have to
have them specifically
evaluated through an
accrediting agency.”
“They would submit
their transcript to this

submit to

images

company, and they’ve
got catalogues from all
over the world, they
evaluate it to English
curriculums,” Chepan
said.
After
foreign
transcripts have been
evaluated, international
students must meet
with department chairs
to figure out their next
steps.
“We then ask that the
SEE TRANSFER PAGE 2
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REVIEW

Local review: Global

Wednesdays at Silvercreek

Photos by Greg Gancarz | The Prospectus
Silvercreek’s outdoor greenhouse and deck offer splendid views of the restaurant’s exquisite garden-like surroundings and river. Patrons arriving
for Global Wednesdays will also be treated to live music complementing that week’s “destination.”
Greg Gancarz
Staff Writer

The address may say 402 N. Race
Street in Urbana, Ill., but patrons
stepping into Silvercreek Restaurant
on any Wednesday this summer will,
at the very least, have their taste buds
whisked away to an exotic locale.
Global Wednesdays, the first such
event of its kind at the Silvercreek
Restaurant and Bar, kicked off in
early April with food and drink from
Spain. Another recent Wednesday
featured the cuisine of Poland.
The Silvercreek Restaurant and
Bar, which lies just a few blocks north
of downtown Urbana, is nestled away
on a piece of land directly adjacent to
the local Boneyard Creek, of which
the restaurant’s recently constructed
outdoor deck provides beautiful
views.
The red brick building and its
garden-like landscape retain much
of the charm and greenery that
one would expect from its original
purpose as a flower house, including
the attached glass greenhouse which
was retained and transformed into an
outdoor eating area. It was all part of a
seamless transformation made by the
owner, Allen Strong, when he bought
the building.
Strong, who also owns the popular
Courier Cafe just up the street, opened
Silvercreek in 1989. It has since
become a staple of Classic American
fine dining and modern cuisine in the
Urbana restaurant scene, boasting
near perfect average Facebook and
Google star ratings.
“[Allen has] always been really into
antiques so it kind of translated into
the buildings,” Social Media Manager
Rebecca Wells, who also writes for
local online magazine Smile Politely,
says. “They bought this, which used
to be a flower house, and they pretty
much kept everything original
and then just gutted the inside and
made it into a restaurant that is still
flourishing today.”
The interior boasts a classic decor
and ambiance, the ideal picture of
timeless American fine dining. With
both private booth seating and large
tables available for bigger groups
in the warm, wood accented dining
rooms, patrons can find themselves
comfortable whether they’re on
a romantic date to impress or are
attending a lavish graduation party.
The main event of Global
Wednesdays takes place outside,
however, on the restaurant’s creekside deck and charming converted
greenhouse. It’s here that customers
are able to enjoy the warm summer
evenings
complete
with
live
music suited to that week’s chosen
destination.
Patrons to the Polish cuisine night
were treated to the soothing sounds
of Leon Lewis-Nicol, a classical
pianist from Sierra Leone and current
student at Parkland, who was playing
pieces from the famous 19th century
Polish composer Fryderyk Chopin.
On May 10, when the restaurant
will highlight Romanian cuisine,
diners will be able to enjoy songs

Photo by Greg Gancarz | The Prospectus
Authentic Polish smoked sausage from Chicago and freshly-baked
Kolaczki infused with rose petals were some of the unique menu items
available on Polish night. Silvercreek’s “Global Wednesdays” will feature
a new destination every week all summer long.

Photos by Greg Gancarz | The Prospectus
At 402 N. Race Street in Urbana, Silvercreek retains all of the charm from
the building’s original role as a flower house.
performed by an authentic Romanian
vocal performer. Come May 17, live
reggae will be played to complement
the Jamaican food and drink.
On Polish night, patrons were able
to enjoy many of the special menu
items. My personal favorite: a plate
of savory pierogi, classic Polish
dumplings, which were filled with
cabbage and a potato and cheese
stuffing, all topped with bits of juicy
Polish bacon and caramelized onion.
The grilled Polish sausage was
another
mouth-watering
special
menu item. The sausages, which
were brought in all the way from an
authentic Polish butcher in Chicago,
were served with a side of Polish
sauerkraut. Besides the imported
sausage, everything was prepared
from scratch right there on the spot as
authentically as possible, according
to General Manager Grace Clem, a
Polish national herself who even took
to sporting authentic Polish garb on
the night of the occasion.
To finish it all off, I was ordered
a famous Polish style cookie; the
kolaczki. These were especially
unique, however, as they were baked
and prepared by Clem’s childhood
friend from Poland, who implemented
a very unique ingredient.
“She’s a baker and she made them,”
Clem says. “What distinguishes them
is that she made the jelly from rose
petals. The rose petals are brought up
from Poland because it’s a particular
rose that you can make jam out of.”

The use of the rose petal infused
jam in the recipe resulted in a
delicious pastry–like cookie with just
a tantalizing hint of the flowery flavor,
a surprising yet welcome finish to an
meal impressive in both flavor and
authenticity.
“Next week we’re going to have a
wine tasting from France and we’re

FROM PAGE 1

TRANSFER
student meets with the department
chair within that discipline,” Chepan
said. “We can’t do it course by course,
so we do it course by transfer.”
This means that Parkland will look
for course substitutions for not as
common courses, and try to find them
equivalent courses they can take to
substitute for the credit.
Students in the military also have
to be aware of this process. Student
veterans need to look at which courses
transfer before coming to Parkland,
or before moving on to four year
universities.
Admissions and Records staff
explained that most schools in
the United States are regionally
accredited, meaning they fit to a
specific code. Less common are the

going to have some French wine so we
have it prepared with some French
cuisine,” says Clem. When it comes to
selecting each week’s unique dishes,
she says “we try to do something that
will appeal to American orients but
also be very ethnic oriented.”
While the dishes chosen for each
destination are carefully selected,
Clem says there’s really no particular
method of picking each “port of call”
as they’re referred to.
“We just see what we feel like,”
Clem says.
Destinations are revealed on a
month by month basis, a practice
Wells finds “exciting because I can’t
wait to see what they’re going to do
next. It’s fun to learn about all the
different food too, because I’m a
foodie so normally I look at a menu
and I know what everything is. And,
then I come here and look at [it] and I
have to Google half the menu so that
was fun. It’s fun for foodies and food
enthusiasts.”
As a first time patron of Silvercreek,
the intriguing Global Wednesdays
were enough to get me in the door, but
the excellent atmosphere, beautiful
surroundings, and delicious and
authentic cuisine will be more than
enough to ensure I keep returning,
whether it’s for Global Wednesdays
or any other day of the week.
Global Wednesdays will continue
to occur every Wednesday 5:30
p.m.–7:30p.m. for the duration of the
summer.
The month of May’s destinations
include France on May 3, Romania on
May 10, Jamaica on May 17, Spain on
the May 26, and New Orleans on the
May 31.
Customers interested in more
information are encouraged to
visit the restaurants webpage at
couriersilvercreek.com/silvercreek,
or check out their other social media
such as Facebook and Instagram. You
can also contact Silvercreek directly
by calling 217-328-3402.

nationally-accredited colleges, which
are either unorthodox colleges or ones
that did not fit the criteria regionally.
Colleges
may
not
transfer
courses if they don’t share the same
accreditation; Parkland for example
is a regionally-accredited college and
is able to transfer courses to majority
of universities in the central and
southwestern U.S., besides nationallyacclaimed colleges.
Parkland also has a unique way of
numbering their courses to make the
transfer process easier for students.
The second digit in a courses number
tells if it is transferable; if the digit
is even, it is transferable, if odd it is
not. This system is meant to make it
evident which courses students will
be able to transfer.
If you have any questions regarding
the transfer process, reach out for
help in the Parkland Admissions and
Records office. You can contact them
by calling 217-351-2482.
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Notice to Faculty and Students
Regarding Final Examinations
A final exam is expected in each
credit course at Parkland College.
Final exams for all full-semester,
September-start, and October-start
courses will be given during final
exam week – Friday, May 12 to
Thursday, May 18, 2017 – according
to the official published schedule.
These final exams are not to be given
early (during regular class periods).
Final exams for all other courses
(courses with earlier end dates)
will be given at the last regularly
scheduled class meeting.
All requests from faculty to alter
scheduled final exam times or dates
must be reviewed and approved
by the Department Chair, Division
Dean, and the Vice President for
Academic Services.
In courses where a final exam is not
appropriate, as determined by the
Department Chair, an educational
alternative scheduled during the

FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1

feel like they are doing something
good.”
“This contest is open to all students
who have taken any Communication
class,” communications instructor and
main contest organizer Jody Littleton
says. “You do not have to have taken
public speaking, Communication 103
to be eligible. We offer it the same
time every year so if you are around
next year please consider entering!”
Littleton believes that entering the
speech contest, even a person is not a
finalist, is a valuable experience.
“Even if students are not a finalist
I would recommend that they put
this on their resumes,” Littleton says.
“It shows employers that they are
willing to take risks and work on their
communication skills.”
Communications instructor Kerry
Bean agrees with Littleton that for
students the experience of the speech
contest is a wonderful idea.
“People are so anxious about public
speaking,” Bean says. “The more a
person gets to do public speaking, the
less anxious they become. I have been
pleased seeing the students rise to the
occasion of the Contest. For some of
them, it is the biggest audience they
have ever had to speak to in public.”
In Bean’s experience, the students
“rise to the occasion during the
contest and knock it out of the park.
When the students realize they can
be effective speakers in public… they
take off.”

to Parkland because of his love of
teaching.
“In a lot of ways I am a teacher
at heart,” Baker said. “So while I
was in seminary studying to teach
as a pastor, I also envisioned myself
teaching college students at some
point in my career. But I assumed I
would wait until I had the opportunity
to go back to school for my doctorate
first. Life didn’t exactly turn out to
work in that order, and I found myself
in a situation where I needed the extra
work and there was an opportunity to
teach. So I applied at Parkland and
got my first teaching assignment. At
the time I thought it was a temporary
gig to get by for a while. Nine years
later, I guess I was wrong!”
Baker did not always know that
he was going where he has gone,
especially not while he was in college.
“I’m sure I could come up with a lot
of things I needed to hear when I was in
college, but what comes to mind right
now is this—‘You think you know what
you’ll be when you grow up, but you
don’t have a clue!’” Baker said. “The
best preparation you can make for
your future is to work on becoming
the person you want to be. What you
believe about the big questions, what
questions you learn to ask, how you
approach life and other people, and
knowing how to take up unforeseen
challenges – these are the things that
will define your life more than what
your degree says. And you don’t get

SPEECH
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HUMANS

week of final exams is expected.
Students: These official College
guidelines were established to more
fully ensure that you receive the
full set of instructional class periods
for which you paid and to which
you are entitled and that you have
the appropriate amount of time to
prepare adequately for your final
exams.
If your final exam is given earlier
than scheduled, please contact the
Department Chair or Division Dean.
You may access an online copy of the
final exam schedule on the student
portal or my.Parkland.edu.
Three final exams scheduled on
the same day may be considered a
conflict. Conflicts may be resolved
by arrangement with the faculty of
these courses.
Questions or concerns about these
guidelines should be directed to the
Department Chair or Division Dean.

there without being both teachable
(you’re not as perfect as you think
you are!) and critically reflective
(you have to be willing to carefully
examine ideas and assumptions).”
Now as the Dean of Learning
Support, Baker works to support other
students learning, while working on a
doctorate of his own.
“In the big picture, my responsibility
is to support academic quality,
student success, and innovative ways
of teaching and learning,” Baker says.
“I do this through a few different
functions.”
“My primary role is serving the
division of learning support—which
includes the library, the Center for
Academic Success, and Professional
Development
and
Instructional
Technology (PDIT). This includes
supporting the work of faculty through
our online learning programs, the
Cobra Learning system, instructional
technology, and faculty development.”
“I also administer the college’s
general academic policies affecting
students’
academic
transcripts,
academic standing, and issues related
to academic integrity. So I work with
students returning from academic
suspension or who want to request a
medical withdrawal, for example.”
“Finally, I work at a broader level
with others across the college on
collaborative projects that affect
academic quality and student success
– including everything from academic
assessment to student retention. And
of course, “other duties as assigned”,
which always generates some
interesting projects!”
One of Baker’s favorite parts of his

Fact or Fiction
Skin is the only human organ that can
regenerate itself.
Answer on page 5

job is the people he gets to work with.
“I am really grateful and honored
that I get to do what I do, and to work
with the people I work with,” Baker
said. “I get to work with some great
people, and I have the privilege of
seeing some of the stories of our
students’ success.”
When not working on academics
Baker enjoys spending time with his
wife and five kids.
“We like to play games, read books,
or be outside,” Baker said.
Baker also volunteers as a pastor at
his church and enjoys basketball and
soccer.
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TIME MACHINE
From May 3, 2000:

Editorial Policy and Letter to the Editor
- All content is subject to review by the editorial staﬀ.
- All submissions must follow the Parkland College code
of conduct. All violations of said code will be turned over to
Parkland College Administration and Public Safety.
- All content, once published, becomes property of
Prospectus News.
- All submitted content must be original work.
- All submissions must also include up to date contact
information.
- Views expressed are not necessarily that of Prospectus
News or Parkland College.
- E-mail prospectus@parkland.edu, subject “Letter to the
Editor.”
Advertising
Interested in placing an ad?
Contact us: 217-353-2627
- Advertising is accepted which is non-discriminatory
and not in violation of any laws. Prospectus News reserves
the right to refuse any advertising. Publication of advertising
constitutes ﬁnal acceptance.
- Advertisers must verify ads for accuracy.
- Prospectus News deadline for all advertising is 5 P.M. of
the Friday immediately before the upcoming edition.
- The advertiser pays for all advertising and views expressed
in ads are not necessarily that of Prospectus News or Parkland
College.
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PUZZLES&COMICS

ACROSS
1 Primarily, telephone is draining electrical current ... (4)
3 ... from source of electricity; you could get a personal line (5,5)
9 Writing about one society girl (4)
10 Booze is produced here – I, even so, take note to matintain sober exterior (10)
12 It could be seen in play on the Strand (5-4)
13 He abandoned Greek woman (5)
14 Explosive stuﬀ obtained from bees – from which is extracted extremely oily soapy substance
(7,5)
18 Bully requires them to be banged together (6,6)
21 Sort of plant, but not one found in scrub (5)
22 One retired in boarding house with some hesitation (9)
24 Parrot regularly gets mistreated: I report owner (10)
25 Woman beginning to display beard (4)
26 The ﬁrst woman to be whipped? (5,5)
27 She likes men to surround her (4)
DOWN
1 It goes bang on the hour (4,4)
2 Scornfully rejects man turning up on date provided by Capital Partners (8)
4 Franco-German agreement going by the board? (5)
5 Vessel to carry sick servicemen (9)
6 Hail poetical forms from long ago (12)
7 It’s unnecessary, sinking ship, and this will lead to enmity (6)
8 Letting out the clutch (6)
11 Cleaner fuel’s raised amount of work done by factory ﬁnally, by a shade (8,4)
15 Blake, Wordsworth and Southey? Not the ﬁrst (4,5)
16 Sun leader reported wicked luminaries’ disgraceful actions (8)
17 Alienate sergeant in mess (8)
19 Turn out drunk shortly before the tavern closes (60
20 Pub bore mostly butts in – it’s in character (6)
23 Mad old monk was Zimbabwean politician (5)

Answers from last week

SUDOKU

Fact or Fiction
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Answers from last week

Fact or Fiction

FICTION: The human liver is capable of restoring its function
even from near-total destruction. This is not true regeneration,
like the legs of a starﬁsh, as only its original function is
regenerated and not its original size and shape. This quality is
taken advantage of in some transplants, where only a portion
of the liver from a living donor is transplanted to a recipient.

Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
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Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
Pay for news? More than
half of Americans say they do
David Bauder

AP Television Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — A battered
news industry can find some flickers
of hope in a survey that gauges public
willingness to pay for journalism, as
long as its leaders plan judiciously.
A little more than half of American
adults regularly pay for news,
through newspaper and magazine
subscriptions, apps on electronic
devices or contributions to public
media, according to the Media Insight
Project, a collaboration between the
American Press Institute and The
Associated Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research.
It’s not only greybeards, either.
Although they’re less likely than their
parents’ generation to subscribe, close
to 4 in 10 people under age 35 also pay.
Younger people are also more likely
to express a desire to support a news
organization’s mission as a reason
for subscribing, the project’s study
found.
On the other hand, young adults
who don’t pay for news are especially
likely to say they’re just not very
interested in the content that’s for
sale.

“We sense a shift,” said Tom
Rosenstiel, executive director of the
American Press Institute. “There’s
this perception that people don’t want
to pay for news, especially young
people, because they can get things
from social media ... We found that’s
not true.”
A quarter of people who confess to
regularly tapping a news source for
free said it’s at least moderately likely
they’d be willing to pay for it if they
had to.
Chicago resident John Ashford
subscribes to a handful of news
organizations online, partly because
of the work’s importance. He said the
truth behind a police shooting near
where he lived likely would have
remained hidden if not for reporters
digging in to the story.
“People don’t have the time and
the money to investigate what is
going on,” he said. “You have to have
somebody to do it.”
Nearly one in five Americans donate
money to at least one nonprofit media
source, such as public television or
radio, or a digital news site such as
ProPublica, the study found.
The New York Times saw slow
and steady growth in its digital

subscriptions from 406,000 at the
end of 2011 to 1.09 million at the end
of 2015. During 2016, the number of
subscriptions shot up to 1.85 million,
the Times said, a spurt contrary to
President Trump’s assertion that the
Times is “failing.”
Even before the post-election
controversy over fake news, the
Times found new subscribers who
were concerned about the reliability
of some stories they saw online and
“they understood that you get what
you pay for,” said David Rubin, senior
vice president and head of brand for
the newspaper.
Rather than simply tout what a
subscriber would receive, the Times is
running an advertising campaign that
focuses on the news organization’s
mission and the importance of
journalism, including one that shows
the dangers faced by a photojournalist
covering the conflict between Iraqi
forces and the Islamic State.
The newspaper also recognizes the
importance of building a relationship
with subscribers, instead of simply
making sure an article is seen by as
many eyeballs as possible, Rubin said.
Three-quarters
of
newspaper
subscribers say they primarily read

the product in print, while 21 percent
said they primarily see it online,
the study found. News executives
can’t afford to focus on one type of
consumer at the expense of another,
Rosenstiel said.
The biggest reason people choose
to subscribe is because they believe a
news organization excels at covering
issues they care about. Executives
looking to cut costs need to consider
the importance subscribers place in
quality, he said.
“Spreading the pain equally so
you get a little worse at everything
is probably a bad strategy,” he said.
“You’ve got to be more surgical.”
The poll of 2,199 adults was
conducted Feb. 16 through March
20 with funding from the American
Press Institute. It used a sample
drawn from NORC’s probabilitybased AmeriSpeak panel, which is
designed to be representative of
the U.S. population. The margin of
sampling error for all respondents is
plus or minus 2.7 percentage points.
Respondents were first selected
randomly
using
address-based
sampling
methods,
and
later
interviewed online or by phone.

Spicer: White House
‘looking into’ libel laws

FREAKY
FAST!
FREAKY
GOOD!
®

Photo by Andrew Harnik | AP Photo
A new website that the White House has launched on President
Donald Trump’s first 100 days is displayed in front of White House
press secretary Sean Spicer as he speaks to the media during the
daily press briefing at the White House in Washington Tuesday, April
25, 2017.
Jill Colvin

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The White
House is “looking into” ways to
potentially change the nation’s libel
laws to make it easier to go after
reporters whose stories they deem
inaccurate.
That’s according to President
Trump’s chief spokesman Sean Spicer
who told reporters during a Monday
briefing that: “that is something that
is being looked into, substantively and
then both logistically how it would
happen.”
Trump had pledged during his
campaign to “open up” the nation’s
libel laws — a process that could not
be accomplished by the White House.
That would require a constitutional
amendment or a reversal of Supreme
Court precedent interpreting the
First Amendment.
White House Chief of Staff Reince
Priebus told ABC on Sunday that
the issue has been discussed — but
cautioned that “how that gets executed
or whether that goes anywhere is a
different story.”
Trump
repeatedly
threatened

news outlets with lawsuits during
his campaign and first lady Melania
Trump last month reached a multimillion dollar settlement with the
publisher of the Daily Mail newspaper
for reporting rumors about her time
as a model.
Libel law in the U.S. generally
makes it difficult for public figures to
sue reporters and others who criticize
them. The Supreme Court has
repeatedly held that a plaintiff must
demonstrate that statements were
factually inaccurate as well as made
with “actual malice” or a “reckless
disregard” for the truth.
Trump has railed against what
he deems unfair media coverage,
labeling many outlets “fake news”
and declaring them “the enemy of the
American People!”
At a Texas campaign rally, Trump
said he wanted to “open up” U.S. libel
laws “so when they write purposely
negative and horrible and false
articles, we can sue them and win lots
of money.”
“Believe me: If I become president,
oh, do they have problems. They’re
going to have such problems,” he said
then.
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Exile on Main honors Record
Store Day with its own event
Derian Silva
Staff Writer

April 22, Record Store Day, was
forecasted to have storms but turned
out to be an amazing day with the
sun shining and music playing in
downtown Champaign.
Record Store Day is an event that
started about 10 years ago as vinyl
records revived in popularity. It was
started to encourage communities
to check out their local independent
mom and pop shops, as exclusive vinyl
records would be sent out to these
places to encourage vinyl enthusiast
to come in.
Exile on Main Street is a record
shop in downtown Champaign that
participated in this year’s celebration.
Previously located next to Mary
Ann’s, they have since moved to 100
N. Chestnut St. This new location
has allowed them to do more for
Record Store Day. This year they had
a two-stage set up, where musicians
alternated between performing inside
and performing outside.
Record Store Day, however, was
not without its difficulties, says Mike
Ingram, who is a booking and local

music coordinator at Exile on Main
Street.
“It’s difficult to make everyone
happy,” Ingram says, “but it’s become
such a huge thing nationwide, and
even internationally, so sometimes
you get people calling to see if they
can get a certain thing that they saw
online, however it might be a UK
exclusive and then they have to try
their luck online.”
Online sales present a problem
for record stores, as sometimes
individuals who come to buy records
simply sell them online the next day,
with no intention of listening to them.
Record storeowners can usually spot
these people out by their general
indifference towards everything else
going on and focus only on getting
specific records.
Exile has a system to make sure
that people get what they want fairly.
They give people a number and ask
them what the top records they want
are. Then Ingram will go set those
aside, if they have them.
This system helps to guarantee
that those who put in the time to get
records will get them. It also helps

alleviate fighting over records as
people may know beforehand whether
certain items are no longer available.
Customers can also now browse
around other records they may have
wanted to get that day instead of
having to run to the register.
Flipping through vinyls on Record
Store Day is an extremely satisfying
experience for some.
“You’re flipping through the records
and the stickers describe things
that you didn’t even know existed or
wanted, but now I do, because I’ve
taken the time to look,” says Ingram.
Customer feedback is important.
Ingram is always asking customers
about how they feel about Record
Store Day and what the store could do
to improve.
Another aspect of the experience
was the live music, which featured
a lot of local musicians. Every year
Ingram and Jeff Brandt, the owner
of Exile, sit down together to bounce
ideas of whom they will ask to play.
They try and make sure the same
artists don’t play every year so that
there are a variety of musicians each
time.
“I want it to be fresh new list every

year which will hopefully bring in new
people and for the people who come
every year they get to see something
different,” says Ingram
This year they had bands from
Chicago like the 92’s and the Districts,
the latter being from Philadelphia.
The Districts played an acoustic set,
which was very different from their
later set at the Accord featuring the
full band.
Some of the exclusives that could
have been found at Record Store Day
at Exile on Main Street were the Dave
Mathews Band “Live at Red Rocks”
box set, a promo rarities box from
David Bowie, Marcy Playground’s
“Sex and Candy,” one of the Head and
the Heart seven-inch vinyls and a few
others.
For those planning on attending
next year, there is always a line before
the doors open, sometimes even from
the night before, so get there early.
For more information on Exile on
Main Street visit their website at
exilemainstreet.com.
Record Store Day for 2018 is on
Saturday, April 21.

Music to Parkland
College’s 50th anniversary
Destiny Norris
Staff Writer

Anyone who’s walked through
Parkland any time this year has
likely noticed the signs marking the
college’s big and upcoming birthday.
The year 2017 marks the 50th year of
Parkland’s establishment as a college
and place of learning. Parkland will
be celebrating the anniversary with
many different events, including an
upcoming joint band and orchestra
concert called “Celebrating Parkland:
Fabulous at 50!”
On Sunday, May 7, band director
Larry Stoner and orchestra director
Rodney Mueller will join forces to put
on the concert. Including a wide range
of different musical compositions,
Mueller hopes it will be an enjoyable
and relaxing afternoon of music.
“Personally, I am looking forward
to performing the Copland and
Schubert, both pieces which are
very different stylistically, but great
music,” says Mueller.
The concert band will be performing
“March for the Sultan Abdul Medjid,”
by Giiochino Rossino, arranged by
Douglas Townsend; “Sheep May
Safely Graze,” by Johann Sebastian
Bach, arranged by Alfred Reed;
“First Suite in Eb,” by Gustav Holst;

“Walking Tune” by Percy Grainger,
arranged by Larry Daehn; “Olympia
Hippodrome March” by Russell
Alexander; and “The Quest,” by
Robert W. Smith.
Mueller’s
orchestra
will
be
performing Fanfare and Celebration
by Claude T. Smith; music from the film
score “Our Town” by Aaron Copland;
“Sinfonie Nr. 8, the Unfinished
Movement 1” by Franz Schubert; and
“Seventy-Six Trombones from The
Music Man,” by Meredith Wilson.
“I looked for an opening piece that
was celebratory in nature to highlight
Parkland’s 50th anniversary,” Mueller
said. “Fanfare and Celebration begins
with an ‘orchestral fanfare’ to begin
the concert.”
“When I choose music, I need to
think about both the performers and
the audience,” Mueller says. “I look for
a variety of styles in what I program
so that hopefully there is something
that will appeal to everyone.”
Mueller says he also looks at music
within the grasp of the orchestra, but
will be challenging, as well,
Historically, the orchestra has
grown from strings with some
woodwinds and French horns and
trumpets to the romantic era orchestra
with an expanded woodwind, brass
and percussion section.

Band: TEN-FIVE-SIXTY. Track added: “You Say”

“I tend to program music that
allows all of the players who come to
play [it],” Mueller says.
His attitude of inclusion applicably
reflects Parkland’s values.
Mueller took over the job of
conductor after retiring from
instructing in Champaign Unit 4
Schools in 2015. He used to be in the
orchestra himself.
“I previously played in the cello
section, having started there in 2003
when Jack Ranney was the conductor,”
Mueller said.
This experience gives Mueller
an edge as the new conductor, as he
knows what it’s like to be in the place
of his musicians.
“The 2nd and 3rd piece each come
from feedback the orchestra has
given me over the past year,” Mueller
says, “as I have asked them to list
repertoire they would like to play.”

It helps for the orchestra members
to enjoy what they’re playing,
because, as Mueller says, “the level
of commitment is quite high. They
are orchestra members because the
love to play their instrument in an
orchestra.”
There are 46 instrumentalists who
make up the Parkland orchestra,
says Mueller. This includes Parkland
College students, U of I Graduate
Students, and community members,
working and retired, from many
walks of life.
May 7’s concert will take place in
the Harold and Jean Miner Theatre in
the C-wing of the college. Admission is
free and all are welcome. The concert,
and celebration, will commence at 3
p.m.
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Parkland hosts
18th annual car show

EvyJo Compton
Staff Writer

Parkland College will be hosting
its annual car show, complete with
awards, food, live music, and door
prizes, on May 6.
“The registration for the show
starts at 10:30 [a.m.],” Jon Ross, the
automotive program director, says.
“It will continue through the day.
One group of awards will be held
at three. Students will announce
their top 12. The top 12 will receive
special parking, an award and will be
featured in our calendar. The rest of
the awards will be held at four. We will
be focusing on the next generation.
We also have specific awards for the
rest of the competitors. There will
be 25 awards for those under 25, or
the next generation, and of course 25
awards for those over 25.”
The car show will be held on
Parkland’s property near the Parkhill
Applied Technology Center. Any
person can enter the show.
“It will be located in the M parking
lots near the Technology Center,”
Ross says. “Anyone can enter. It is $10
to preregister, and $15 to register the
day of the show.”
Other events going on during the
show include an engine-building
contest and an opportunity to tour the
Parkhill ATC.
“There will be an auto-cross from the
Champaign County Sports Car Club,”
Ross says. “It will be in the M parking
lots for viewing. There will also be an
engine building competition put on by
the Hot Rodders of Tomorrow; it will
be inside the Parkhill Tech Center.”
The engine building competition is
open to high school teams. They will

Photo by Lindsay Cox | The Prospectus
From left to right: Automotive tech students Matt Toohill, Randall
Luttrell, Brandon Heath, and Collin Clark pose with the 1989 Fox Boey
Mustang that they are working on for the upcoming car show.

Photo by Lindsay Cox | The Prospectus
Automotive tech students Zach Stamm (left) and AJ Ross (right) lean
over the car they are working on for the upcoming car show, while Kyle
Vanvleet sees to the repairs of the undercarriage and Amr Elgendy
supervises from the back corner.

have to un-build and rebuild an engine
in an allotted amount of time.
“High school teams from Indiana
and Illinois will compete,” Ross says.
“There will be teams of five racing
against the clock to un-build and
rebuild a Chevy small block engine.
They will have 33 minutes to finish the
rebuilding. Whoever wins will qualify
for Nationals.”
There will be a variety of cars to be
viewed. Everything from imports to
hot rods could be represented at the
show.
“We’ve seen everything, though,”
Ross said. “We can see things from the
early 1900’s to modern day cars. We
see the typical show car—a muscle,
sporty car. You know, like Camaros,
Mustangs, or Corvettes. Sometimes
we see imports…such a cool piece
because of the variety that people
bring. You’ll see things from all over
the world.”
The Parkland car show has been
an annual event for over a decade,
and has been a staple event in the
community since then.
“It really all began in 1999,” Ross
says. “Brad Gillette, a former student,
said, ‘Let’s have a car show,’ and it’s
been around since then. It has been
annual since 1999—we haven’t missed
a single year.
“It has been run by students in the
automotive program since 1999, and
that’s what makes it special. This year,
students will display cars, but not
enter. Some will show the cars they
have built, and others will show the
cars they now own.”
For more information about the car
show, go to parkland.edu/academics/
departments/agest/carshow.aspx, or
contact Ross at jross@parkland.edu.

