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Center for Community Engagement
Curious about service-learning, community or civic engagement,
or volunteering, come visit the Center for Community
Engagement at Parkland College in C-134. We can help you add
service-learning or community engagement to your course or
find an organization who needs your help. We have resources to
fit every need.
Our
hours
are
Monday
and
Wednesdays 10:00 am-2:15 pm and
Tuesdays 11:00 am-5:00 pm. You can
also set-up an appointment that fits
your schedule by emailing Abigail
Padfield at apadfield@parkland.edu.

Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity’s vision and
mission are simple; they want a
world where everyone has a decent
place to live. Most of us associate
building houses with Habitat for
Humanity, however, in Champaign County they do much more
than just build houses for families in need. They offer
educational
programs
for
financial
management
and
maintenance to homeowners, help the community by making
household
goods,
appliances,
electronics,
and
home
improvement items available at convenient prices. Finally, they
administer the ReStore, a second-hand store, with over 400 tons
of materials, open to the public. You can find dishes, doors,
couches, cookware and other household items there. The
proceeds from the ReStore covers Habitat for Humanity
administrative costs.
Habitat for Humanity Champaign County has built over 100
houses in our community since 1991. We are excited that
Parkland students will have the opportunity to work with Habitat
for Humanity this year during Spring Break. They will have the
opportunity to work on a build site, in the ReStore, and in the
warehouse.
Visit http://cuhabitat.org
volunteering.

to
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Volunteer Profile:
Kelly Larson

Kelly Larson is a student at University
of Illinois and Parkland College.
While enrolled in one of Brian
Nudelman’s classes, Kelly heard
about Garden Hills Homework Club
(GHHC). Once a great reader, Kelly
stopped reading for fun after starting
high
school.
Understanding
the
importance of reading, he wanted to
encourage children to read, sharing
the joy it brought him. He sees the
impact reading can have on students
in GHHC, especially with the popularity of iPhones and iPads, "it
is important to carve out for kids to read and learn about things
outside of the classroom.”
While Kelly spends his time helping the students in GHHC with
reading, math, spelling, and other academic pursuits, he also
enjoyed planting the garden with students in front of the school
last year. Working together, the students and tutors made their
school a little bit prettier on the outside.
When Kelly is not volunteering or studying he enjoys martial
arts, weightlifting, and reading classic fiction books. He also
enjoys to go camping a few times each year. He played football
in high school and once dyed his red hair blonde along with the
rest of the football team. GHHC students enjoy working with
Kelly. He thanks Brian and Lauren Smith for running GHHC and
we would like to thank him for doing such a great job with the
students.

Garden Hills Homework Club
On February 10 the first Garden Hills
Homework Club of the spring semester will
meet. Parkland students will work one-onone with students at Garden Hills Academy
from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm Mondays and
Wednesdays.
For information about volunteering with
GHHC please contact Abigail Padfield
(apadfield@parkland.edu), Brian Nudleman
(bnudleman@parkland.edu),
or
Lauren
Smith (smithla@u4sd.org).
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Interested in Service
Learning
If you are interested in
bringing
service-learning
into your classroom please
contact Brian Nudelman or
Abigail Padfield.
Share Your S-L Stories
If you are involved in
service-learning
with
Parkland students, please
share your stories with the
Parkland
community
by
contacting Abigail Padfield.

Online Resources:
CUVolunteer
National
Service-Learning
Clearninghouse
Parkland Service-Learning

Upcoming Project READ
Tutor Training Sessions:

Project READ is Looking for Tutors

Wed, March 25 - 12:001:30PM at Parkland Adult
Education (E Building)

Project READ (parkland.edu/projectread) helps adults improve
their skills in basic reading, basic math, or English as a second
language. This program is made possible by volunteers who give
their time to improve the quality of life for hundreds of people in
our community. Tutors and learners meet regularly at the
Champaign Public Library, The Urbana Free Library, Wesley Food
Pantry, Champaign Unit 4 Schools, CU FAIR: Champaign Urbana
Friends & Allies of Immigrants, the Rantoul Public Library, and
many other public places in our community and throughout our
region. Tutors might be homemakers, retirees from any
profession, college students, working professionals, or former
adult learners. Learners are older teens and adults age 17 to 80+,
who want to improve their lives and the lives of their families.

Thurs, March 26 - 6:007:30PM at Wesley
Church/Food Pantry

To sign-up to become a tutor or learn more visit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c49a5a728a6ff2-tutor1

Mon, Feb 10 - 6-7:30PM at
Stratton Elementary School
Thurs, Feb 20 - 6:007:30PM at Wesley
Church/Food Pantry
Sat, March 7 - 10:0011:30AM at Parkland Adult
Education (E Building)

This
Program
is
made
possible by funds designated
for literacy at the Illinois
State Library, a division of
the Office of the Secretary of
State.

MLK Day of Service 2020
On January 20, 2020 Parkland
students, staff, faculty, and their
families came together to repack
trail mix, seasonings, and oats for
the
Wesley
Food
Pantry.
46
community members came to help.
During this time, Dawn Longfellow,
Executive Director, also gave tours
of the Pantry to the participants,
providing them with information
about the Pantry and the people
they serve.
Thank you to all volunteers who
came out and helped.
The Wesley Food Pantry at Parkland College is open Wednesdays
1:00pm to 3:00 pm and the first (1st) and third (3rd) Saturdays
10:00 am to Noon (12:00 pm).
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Alternative Spring Break 2020

Upcoming Events:
February 6
Service Learning Advisory
Council Meeting C-134 at
3:00pm
February 10
Garden
Hills
Club Starts

Homework

March 15-19
Alternative Spring Breaks

Spring break is right around the corner, March 14-22. This year
Parkland students will have the opportunity to choose between
two Alternative Spring Breaks: Flint, MI and a local three day
project with Habitat for Humanity Champaign County.
Flint, MI-This trip will include service experiences with multiple
local organizations, learning about the history and issues facing
Flint The trip runs from Sunday, March 15 to Thursday March 19.
Students who participate in the trip will receive credit for the
Student Leadership Academy. To apply to the Flint, MI Alternative
Break submit your application here.
For more information about the Alternative Spring Break trip read
this
article
about
last
year’s
trip:
https://www.prospectusnews.com/2019/04/04/parkland-studentsgive-back-on-spring-break/.
Champaign and Urbana, IL-Students will have the opportunity to
learn about the different parts of Habitat for Humanity including a
house build, working the ReStore, and helping in the warehouse.
The work with Habitat will be Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday. To apply for the C-U Alternative Break fill out this
application.
Both Alternative Spring Break opportunities are accessible to
Parkland students from different walks of life and majors. These
are great opportunities for Parkland students to participate in
community engagement.
For more information about Flint, MI please contact Josh Clark at
jclark@parkland.edu.
For more information about Champaign/Urbana, IL please contact
Abigail Padfield at apadfield@parkland.edu.
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